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Lack  of  lesbian  content  in  Boston  event  criticized 

Women  Dedicate  IWD  to  Winnie  Mandela 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Bitter  cold  weather 
'did  not  freeze  the  spirit  of  400  peo¬ 
ple  gathered  toscelebrate  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day  here  with  a 
rally,  cultural  fair,  march  and  pro¬ 
gram  of  speakers.  Women  literally 
danced  in  the  streets  as  the  music 
of  Batukadu  Belles,  a  women’s 
percussion  band,  set  the  tone  for 
the  day  with  Brazilian  rhythms. 
The  day  was  dedicated  to  Winnie 
Mandela,  South  African  activist, 
and  to  other  women  in  struggle  in 
South  Africa  and  around  the  world. 

International  Women’s  Day 
commemorates  two  events  that 


took  place  on  March  8.  On  that 
day  in  1857,  women  textile 
workers  in  New  York  City  protest¬ 
ed  their  working  conditions  by  or¬ 
ganizing  a  mass  rally  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  occupied  by  wealthy  proper¬ 
ty  and  business  owners.  In  1908, 
also  on  March  8,  women  textile 
workers  from  New  York’s  Lower 
East  Side  took  to  the  streets,  strik¬ 
ing  for  livable  wages,  better  work¬ 
ing  conditions,  and  the  right  to 
unionize.  In  1911,  Clara  Zetkin,  a 
German  feminist  and  socialist, 
proposed  that  March  8  be  desig¬ 
nated  International  Women’s 


Boston  women  come  out  in  the  cold,  IWD. 


Day.  That  year,  over  one  million 
women  from  around  the  world 
celebrated  the  day  for  the  first 
time. 

Topics  addressed  by  speakers 
here,  in  1986  included  racism, 
U.S.  military  intervention, 
Reagan’s  proposed  budget  for 
fiscal  year  ’87  and  workers’  rights. 
Although  many  lesbians  attended 
the  day’s  events,  the  word  ‘les¬ 
bian’  was  almost  never  heard  from 
speakers.  Chris  Snow,  a  lesbian 
and  labor  activist,  whose  speech 
focused  mainly  on  labor  issues, 
was  the  only  speaker  to  address 
lesbian  issues. 

A  number  of  lesbians  who  at¬ 
tended  the  march  and  afternoon 
speeches  expressed  dissatisfaction 
and  anger  at  the  lack  of  lesbian 
content.  As  lesbian  activist  Joyce 
Kauffman  told  GCN,  the  program 
did  “not  have  an  analysis  of 
what’s  happening  to  the  lesbian 
community  here.”  Kauffman 
stressed  that  it  would  have  been 
more  appropriate  to  have  someone 
from  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  address  lesbian  issues, 
rather  than  expect  Snow  to  address 
lesbian  and  labor  issues.  As  it  was, 


N.Y.  Council  Committee 
Backs  Rights  Bill  5-1 


By  Bruce-Michael  Gelbert 

NEW  YORK  —  After  ten  hours 
of  testimony,  the  General  Welfare 
Committee  of  the  New  York  City 
Council  voted  in  favor  of  passing 
the  Sexual  Orientation  Bill  (Intro. 
2)  out  of  committee  and  onto  the 
floor  of  the  council  on  March  1 1 . 
The  bill  is  intended  to  bar  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  and  public  accommodations 
such  as  hotels  and  restaurants. 

The  vote  was  5-1,  with  Ruth 
Messinger,  Miriam  Friedlander, 
and  Robert  Dryfoos  of  Manhat¬ 
tan,  Fernando  Ferrer  of  the 
Bronx,  and  Committee  Chair  Sam 
Horwitz  of  Brooklyn  casting  af¬ 
firmative  votes,  and  Noach  Dear, 
from  heavily  Chasidic  Boro  Park 
in  Brooklyn,  casting  the  negative 
vote.  Orson  Pobman  of  the 


Jamaica  Estates  section  of 
Queens,  who  was  present  earlier  in 
the  day  but  absent  for  the  vote, 
was  on  record  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

The  bill  will  now  be  voted  on  by 
the  full  35-member  council  at  its 
1:30  p.m.  meeting,  March  20. 

By  early  March,  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR),  which  had  been  coor¬ 
dinating  much  of  the  lobbying  ef¬ 
fort  and  lining  up  speakers  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  knew  of  17  public 
commitments  to  vote  in  favor  of 
Intro.  2.  Council  member  Sal 
Albanese,  whose  Bay  Ridge, 
Brooklyn  constituency  is  perceived 
as  largely  Catholic  and  conserva¬ 
tive,  then  added  his  public  com¬ 
mitment  to  an  affirmative  vote,  as 
reported  March  10  in  the  New 


York  Daily  News.  Despite  his  vote 
to  release  the  bill  from  committee, 
Horwitz’  assent  on  March  20  is  not 
guaranteed. 

Eighteen  votes,  a  majority  of 
the  entire  council,  are  necessary 
for  the  bill’s  approval,  according 
to  the  office  of  the  New  York  City 
Law  Department’s  corporation 
counsel  Frederick  A.O.  Schwarz, 
Jr.,  who  testified  in  its  favor  on 
March  7. 

Events  of  March  1 1  began  at  8 
a.m.  with  competing  prayer  vigils 
in  front  of  City  Hall,  where  a  line 
formed  to  await  entrance  to  the  ci¬ 
ty  council  chamber.  A  lesbian  and 
gay  vigil  was  organized  by  the 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  whose  members  observed 
a  silence  and  fast  for  the  rest  of  the 
Continued  on  page  10 


Jury  Finds  Man  Not  Guilty 
in  Lesbian  Rape  Case 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  James  Roberts,  the 
man  charged  with  raping  a  lesbian, 
was  found  not-guilty  by  a  nine- 
man,  three- woman  jury  on  March 
7,  after  less  than  two  hours  of 
deliberation.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13, 
No.  34)  Michelle,  the  lesbian,  told 
GCN  Roberts  assaulted  her  in  her 
home  three  days  after  the  trial. 
Michelle  asked  GCN  not  to  print 
her  surname. 

Three  jury  members,  who  wish 
to  remain  anonymous,  told  GCN 
that  although  there  was  not 
enough  evidence  to  convict 
Roberts  they  did  not  feel  certain 
that  he  was  innocent,  and  were 
concerned  by  serious  contradic¬ 
tions  in  the  defense’s  case.  One 
such  contradiction  arose  when 
Roberts  was  asked  when  he  first 


was  aware  that  Michelle  was  accus¬ 
ing  him  of  rape.  Roberts  told  the 
jury  he  did  not  know  Michelle  was 
accusing  him  of  raping  her  on  June 
7,  1985  —  until  he  was  arrested  on 
June  10.  This  differed  from  earlier 
testimony  by  Father  Robert 
McMillan,  the  Catholic  priest  who 
ran  the  shelter  in  which  Roberts 
and  Michelle  were  residents. 
McMillan,  when  asked  if  he  con¬ 
fronted  Roberts  after  being  told 
by  Michelle  that  she  was  raped, 
said,  “No,  he  came  to  me.” 

Seeing  the  contradiction  in 
Roberts  and  McMillan’s  testimony 
as  potentially  key  evidence,  Assis¬ 
tant  District  Attorney  Phyllis 
Broker  asked  Judge  Urbano  to 
allow  McMillan  to  be  examined  a 


second  time  before  the  court.  This 
was  crucial  to  the  prosecution’s 
case  because  if  McMillan  did  not 
tell  Roberts  of  the  rape  charges, 
Roberts  ostensibly  would  have  no 
way  of  knowing  that  Michelle  had 
accused  him  of  rape  unless  he  had 
in  fact  raped  her. 

Urbano  decided  McMillan 
could  be  questioned  again  by  both 
lawyers  without  the  presence  of 
the  jury.  McMillan  testified  that 
Roberts  approached  him  on  June  8 
or  9  and  said,  “He  heard  he  was 
being  accused  of  raping  Michelle 
and  that  he  would  not  do  that 
[rape].”  Urbano  decided  not  to 
allow  this  testimony  to  be  used  as 
evidence  before  the  jury  because 
Continued  on  page  7 


Disabled  lesbians  march,  IWD,  Boston. 


said  Kauffman,  “the  issues  got 
mushed  together”  making  them 
feel  more  like  an  “add-on  rather 
than  a  priority.” 

The  range  of  international  issues 
discussed  focused  on  how  a 
country’s  political  and  economic 
climate  affects  women’s  lives. 
Many  speakers  stressed  the  im¬ 
possibility  of  separating  misogy¬ 
ny  from  other  systems  that  affect 
women’s  lives,  such  as  race  and 
class  oppression.  Among  those 
making  this  point  was  Olga 
Makhubela,  treasurer  of  the 
Students  Representative  Council 
of  South  African  Students  in 
America:  “Much  as  this  is  a 
women’s  day  in  South  Africa,  we 
can  [not  call  the  condition  of 


women  in  South  Africa  only]  a 
sexist  problem.  It  is  a  racist  prob¬ 
lem.” 

“We  should  consider  ourselves 
very  privileged,”  continued 
Makhubela.  “Women  in  Chile 
were  dispersed  [by  police]  as  they 
tried  to  celebrate  International 
Women’s  Day.  Winnie  Mandela 
can’t  address  the  public.  We 
should  consider  ourselves  their 
mouthpieces.” 

Many  speakers  noted  that  only 
with  the  input  of  women  would  a 
progressive  movement  in  the  U.S. 
be  successful.  “If  we’re  going  to 
turn  back  Reagan  and  the  Right, 
women  must  be  in  the  leadership,” 
said  Rainbow  Coalition  member 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Int’l  Women’s  Day 


Collectively  written  by  par¬ 
ticipants  in  International 
Women ’s  Day,  including 
members  of  the  International 
Women ’s  Day  Demonstration 
Committee,  Women  against 
Imperialism,  and  women’s  af¬ 
finity  groups ;  Red  Lightning 
Women,  Boomerang,  and 
Amazon  Sewing  Circle 
SAN  FRANCISCO  — 
Despite  pouring  rain,  over  200 
women  converged  on  this  city’s 
downtown  for  an  International 
Women’s  Day  demonstration, 
Friday  March  7.  As  one  of  the 
demonstration  organizers  said, 
“Women  will  not  stand  still 
while  the  United  States  attacks 
the  people  of  Nicaragua  and  El 
Salvador,  and  supports  the 
racist  regimes  in  Azania/South 
Africa;  we  will  support  and  de¬ 
fend  the  FMLN  and  FSLN  and 
liberation  struggles  around  the 
world.  We  will  not  allow  the 
bombings  of  abortion  clinics, 
anti-abortion  legislation,  at¬ 
tacks  on  lesbian  rights,  and  in¬ 
creasing  violent  assaults  on 
women.  We  will  not  be  silenced 
while  forced  sterilization  and 
cuts  in  social  services  practically 
decimate  Third  World  com¬ 
munities.  Today,  on  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day,  we  join 
with  women  all  over  the  world 
to  resist.” 

Women  and  children  began 
the  march  at  the  Institute  for 
Contemporary  Studies,  the 
center  for  the  development  of 
right-wing  policy  and  pro¬ 
paganda  founded  by  Caspar 
Weinberger,  Ed  Meese,  IBM, 

Continued  on  page  3 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

CHICAGO  —  In  support  of 
South  African  women,  activists 
here,  including  many  lesbians, 
commemorated  International 
Women’s  Day  with  anti-apart¬ 
heid  protests  aimed  at  the 
South  African  Consulate,  Citi¬ 
corp  Bank,  and  IBM,  the 
major  exporter  of  computers 
to  the  white  South  African 
government. 

The  theme  of  the  day  was: 
“Now  you  have  touched  the 
women.  You  have  struck  a 
rock.  You  have  dislodged  a 
boulder.  You  will  be  crushed.” 
The  quote  is  an  excerpt  from  a 
song  used  by  South  African 
women  in  the  1950’s  while  pro¬ 
testing  government  attempts  to 
require  Black  South  African 
women  to  carry  passbooks. 
Passbooks,  which  document 
Black  South  Africans’ 
“legitimate”  presence  in 
“white”  areas,  are  used  by  the 
government  to  control  Black 
people’s  mobility. 

Following  a  picket  at  the 
South  African  Consulate,  ap¬ 
proximately  150  protesters 
moved  to  the  Citicorp  Bank. 
There,  blood  and  paper  money 
were  thrown  at  the  bank,  sym¬ 
bolizing  the  “blood  money” 
obtained  by  Citicorp  in  its 
banking  transactions  in  South 
Africa. 

At  IBM,  some  protesters 
burned  a  four  foot  long 
passbook  in  front  of  the 
building  while  others  distri¬ 
buted  leaflets  to  IBM  employ¬ 
ees  in  the  building.  The  pass- 

Continued  on  page  7 
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News  Notes 


aids  as  money 

NEW  YORK  —  Stock  speculators  are  at  risk 
because  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

The  Times  reports  that  stock  in  Newport  Phar¬ 
maceuticals,  a  drug  manufacturer  that  researches 
AIDS  treatments,  lost  half  its  value  in  February. 
Newport’s  stock  drop  is  attributed  to  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration’s  (FDA)  denial  of  the  company’s 
application  to  market  its  drug,  isoprinosine. 

“The  incident  shows  that  investors  in  these 
stocks  face  some  risks  that  are  very,  very  hard  to 
evaluate,”  said  James  D.  McCarmant,  editor  of  the 
Medical  Technology  Stock  Letter  in  San  Francisco. 
“Since  they  [people  who  own  stock]  can’t  ask  the  FDA 
for  information,  they  must  rely  on  the  companies  for 
all  of  their  information.  As  a  general  rule,  investors 
should  be  suspicious  of  any  company  that  seems 

overly  optimistic.” 

*  *  * 

Also  on  the  business  front,  Abbott  Laboratories 
announced  on  January  20  that  it  has  won  a  $400,000 
contract  to  supply  HTLV-III  antibody  tests  to  the  U.S. 
Army,  according  to  the  New  York  Native.  All  branches 
of  the  military  are  testing  active  duty  personnel  for 
the  antibody.  Many  researchers  claim  HTLV-III 
causes  AIDS. 

Abbott  will  provide  the  Army  with  52  automated 
instrument  systems,  on  which  the  test  can  be  quan¬ 
tified,  and  an  initial  supply  of  130,500  test  kits. 

According  to  Miles  White,  manager  of  account 
sales  for  Abbott’s  diagnostic  division,  the  final  value 
of  the  contract  will  depend  on  how  often  the  Army 
screens  its  personnel.  The  Army  will  issue  another 
contract  for  additional  test  kits,  White  said.  Abbott 
will  probably  receive  those  contracts,  since  only  its 
tests  can  be  used  with  the  instrument  systems  it  has 
provided  the  military. 

— Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


what  price  freedom? 

PESCARA,  Italy  —  A  woman  convicted  of  rob¬ 
bery  in  this  city  on  the  Adriatic  coast  has  kept  out  of 
prison  by  staying  pregnant  for  much  of  the  past 
decade,  according  to  the  Associated  Press. 

Elisa  Spinelli,  42,  has  yet  to  serve  a  ten-month 
sentence  imposed  ten  years  ago  because  Italian  law 
does  not  allow  pregnant  women  to  be  jailed.  A  judge 
again  delayed  Spinelli’s  arrest  on  March  7  after  ascer¬ 
taining  that  she  was  expecting  another  baby. 

Surrounded  by  her  13  children,  one  grandchild, 
and  husband,  Spinelli  told  state-run  television  that 
the  sentence  stems  from  an  incident  in  which  she 
took  a  chicken  to  feed  her  children.  “We  didn’t  have 
any  money,  and  there  was  nothing  to  eat.  My  children 
were  hungry  so  I  stole  a  hen,”  she  said.  She  was 
charged  with  aggravated  robbery  after  she  got  into  a 
fight  with  the  chicken’s  owner. 

*  *  * 

In  related  news,  the  New  York  Times  printed  the 
result  of  a  survey  in  which  over  half  of  Italian 
housewives  polled  said  they  should  receive  some  sort 
of  salary  for  the  long  hours  they  put  in  around  the 
house.  Further,  85  percent  said  that  they  deserved 
social  security  benefits,  apart  from  the  money  drawn 
by  their  spouses,  for  their  years  of  work. 

The  survey  was  a  random  sampling  of  women 
across  the  country,  and  was  conducted  door  to  door. 
About  half  the  respondents  said  they  got  little  or  no 
satisfaction  from  their  work,  which  they  described  as 
repetitive.  One  out  of  four  women  said  she  was  over¬ 
worked. 

The  30,000  members  of  the  Federation  of 
Housewives  may  at  least  get  pension  benefits. 
Federica  Gasparini,  president  of  the  four-year-old 
federation,  said  that  the  National  Insurance  Institute, 
an  agency  of  the  central  government,  has  promised  to 
create  pension  plans  and  life  and  health  insurance 
policies  for  housewives.  Women  would  pay  60,000  lire 
($40)  a  month  and  receive  benefits  in  relation  to  their 
age  and  the  length  of  their  participation  in  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

—  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


joe  kennedy  favors  homophobia 

BOSTON  —  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  has 
found  a  new  ally  for  his  homophobic  foster  care 
policy  among  the  liberal  candidates  for  Tip  O’Neill’s 
congressional  seat.  According  to  the  Boston  Globe, 
Joe  Kennedy  said  in  January  that  sexual  preference 
should  not  be  an  issue  in  foster  care  regulations,  but 
now  claims  that  a  foster  home  “ought  to  be  a  family 
setting,  with  a  mother  and  a  father.” 

Dukakis’  foster  care  policy,  instituted  approx¬ 
imately  a  year  ago,  virtually  prohibits  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  being  foster  parents,  and  discriminates 
against  single  people,  women  who  work  outside  the 
home,  and  extended  families. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


insurers  won’t  cover  s.f.  parade 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  This  year’s  lesbian/gay 
parade  may  be  offically  cancelled  because  organ¬ 
izers  cannot  find  an  ihsurer  to  cover  the  event,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  (BAR).  People  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  march  unofficially,  however,  regardless  of  insur¬ 
ance. 

The  city’s  Chief  Administrative  Officer,  Roger 
Boas,  announced  in  late  February  that  30  insurance 
carriers  had  refused  to  cover  this  year’s  largest  pro¬ 
cessions,  including  the  gay  and  lesbian  parade,  the 
Chinese  New  Year’s  Parade,  and  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
Parade.  However,  Boas  later  signed  an  agreement 
with  an  insurance  company  to  cover  six  events. 

Although  not  originally  included  in  negotiations 
with  the  city  for  coverage  because  “they  had  in¬ 
dicated  they  had  their  own  insurer,”  lesbian  and  gay 
parade  organizers  have  since  been  invited.  The  com¬ 
mittee  anticipates  that  insurance  premiums  might 
double  from  last  year’s  $13,000. 

Lesbian  and  gay  parade  co-chair  Autumn  Court¬ 
ney  said  that  in  the  absence  of  insurance,  people 
“would  celebrate  anyway.  Many  would  march  anyway 
—  as  they  have  for  17  years.  However,  the  committee 
would  not  have  the  city  permits  [which  are  contingent 
on  insurance]  and  would  have  to  disclaim  the  event.” 

— Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


“Up  to  Poverty”  rally  outside  the  State  House. 
Boston,  March  10. 


up  to  poverty  rally 

BOSTON  —  Welfare  recipients  and  their  sup¬ 
porters  rallied  outside  the  State  House  prior  to  a 
legislative  hearing  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Human 
Services  and  Elderly  Affairs  on  the  “Up  to  Poverty 
Bill.”  The  bill  would  bring  welfare  grant  levels  (in¬ 
cluding  General  Relief  and  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children)  up  to  the  federally  established 
subsistence  level. 

According  to  the  Coalition  for  Basic  Human 
Needs  (CBHN),  a  Massachusetts  welfare  rights 
organization,  welfare  benefits  for  a  woman  with  two 
children  are  currently  set  at  432  dollars  a  month.  That 
is  43  percent  below  the  federal  poverty  level. 

A  number  of  women  from  CBHN  and  Arise,  a 
Springfield  welfare  rights  organization,  addressed 
the  100  people  attending  the  rally,  telling  of  their  ex¬ 
periences  and  anger  at  the  welfare  system. 

“We  are  here  today  to  open  the  eyes  of  those 
people  that  think  people  that  live  with  fixed  incomes 
of  some  kind  live  in  castles,  or  drive  Cadillacs  or  eat 
caviar,”  said  Darlene  Nellis  of  Arise.  “The  people  that 
are  here  today  would  not  be  here  if  they  had  a  castle 
or  caviar.”  Nellis  added,  “I  wonder  where  it  is  written 
that  rich  people  are  the  only  ones  that  are  able  to  have 
or  enjoy  necessities  of  life.” 

The  committee  on  Human  Services  and  Elderly 
Affairs  will  probably  vote  on  the  bill  next  week, 
according  to  committee  chairperson  Jack  Backman. 
Backman,  who  supports  the  bill,  expects  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  approve  it. 

Passage  by  the  full  legislature  will  be  difficult, 
Backman  told  GCN,  due  to  a  counter  proposal  for  a 
ten  percent  increase  in  welfare  benefits  by  Governor 
Dukakis.  “Governor  Dukakis  and  Secretary  of  Human 
Services  Phillip  Johnston  saying  that  we  can’t  afford 
[to  increase  rates  by  more  than  10  percent]  sets  a  cer¬ 
tain  tone  for  the  debate,”  said  Backman.  Meanwhile, 
he  continued,  “The  governor  goes  all  over  the  country 
to  tell  how  well  we  are  doing  and  154,000  children  on 
AFDC  [in  Massachusetts]  are  living  substantially 
below  the  poverty  level.” 

Also  speaking  in  favor  of  the  Up  to  Poverty  Bill 
were  Representative  Marjorie  Clapprood,  prime  spon¬ 
sor  of  the  bill,  and  four  candidates  for  Tip  O’Neill’s 
congressional  seat:  George  Bachrach,  Tom 
Gallagher,  Joe  Kennedy  and  Mel  King. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


the  catholic  church 
flexes  its  muscles 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  is  on  the  move  again,  this  time  against  one 
of  its  own  theologians. 

The  New  York  Times  reports  that  the  Vatican  has 
ordered  the  Reverend  Charles  E.  Curran,  a  liberal 
theologian  at  Catholic  University  of  America,  to  re¬ 
cant  his  views  on  sexual  morality  or  face  the  loss  of 
his  authorization  to  teach  church  doctrine.  Should  he 
lose  his  authorization,  he  could  no  longer  be 
employed  as  a  member  of  the  theology  faculty  at  the 
university.  The  theology  department  receives  its 
charter  from  Rome. 

A  September  17  letter  from  Joseph  Cardinal  Rat- 
zinger,  prefect  of  the  Sacred  Congregation  for  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Faith,  said  Curran  had  failed  to  uphold 
church  doctrine  that  states  homosexual  acts,  mastur¬ 
bation,  and  premarital  intercourse  are  “intrinsically 
immoral,”  that  marriage  is  an  indissoluble  bond  be¬ 
tween  two  persons,  that  contraception  is  wrong,  and 
that  abortion  and  euthanasia  are  “unspeakable 
crimes”  in  all  circumstances. 

Curran  has  refused  to  retract  his  views,  main¬ 
taining  that  doctrine  that  has  not  been  declared  in¬ 
fallible  is  subject  to  discussion  and  dissent.  He  said 
that  he  is  awaiting  the  Congregation  to  act  on  its 

threat,  which  may  take  several  months. 

*  *  * 

Ratzinger  is  not  the  only  Cardinal  imposing  his 
will  on  more  liberal  elements  in  the  Church.  The 
Times  reports  that  John  Cardinal  O’Connor, 
Archbishop  of  New  York,  has  threatened  to  withdraw 
financial  support  from  a  medical  school  unless  the 
school  ends  its  affiliation  with  two  city  hospitals  that 
perform  abortions. 

O’Connor  said  that  New  York  Medical  School 
would  have  to  choose  between  its  contract  with  Lin¬ 
coln  and  Metropolitan  Hospitals  and  its  ties  with  the 
archdiocese,  because  “the  Archdiocese  of  New  York 
will  never,  through  contract  or  other  means, 
cooperate  with  abortion,  nor  will  any  agencies  it  con¬ 
trols  ever  do  so.” 

Currently,  the  college’s  contract  with  the 
hospitals  includes  a  unique  provision  that  requires 
the  city  to  hire  physicians  hot  affiliated  with  the  col¬ 
lege  to  perform  abortions. 

—  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


condom  jingles  get  sorry  treatment  in  nsw 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  Australia  —  The  new  Minis¬ 
ter  for  Health  here,  Barry  Unsworth,  has  cancelled  a 
series  of  radio  jingles  which  were  to  be  part  of  the 
Health  Department’s  safer-sex  condoms  campaign. 
The  Minister  said  the  jingles  were  tasteless  and  that 
he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  cost-effective  in 
reaching  groups  at  high  risk  for  AIDS.  The  jingles 
were  set  to  the  tune  of  a  hit-song,  Who’s  Sorry  Now, 
popular  in  the  fifties. 

The  National  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease 
Counsellors  Association  has  called  for  Minister 
Unsworth  to  reconsider  his  decision.  Government  of¬ 
ficers  involved  in  the  condom  promotion  campaign 
also  expressed  disappointment  with  the  decision. 
However,  few  have  been  willing  to  criticize  the 
Minister,  particularly  after  his  warning  that  Health 
Department  leakers  of  information  would  find  them¬ 
selves  scrubbing  floors  in  Tibooburra*  if  caught. 

*Tibooburra  is  a  small  town  in  northwest  New 
Wouth  Wales,  know  for  its  high  temperatures  during 
the  summer. 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


lesbian  denied  justice 

RACINE,  W!  —  Time  has  run  out  for  a  lesbian 
who  charges  police  mishandled  her  rape  case. 

Out,  a  Wisconsin  lesbian  and  gay  paper,  reports 
that  Cindi  Lampman,  a  former  member  of  the  Govern¬ 
or’s  Council  on  Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues,  had  been 
raped  in  September  1983  by  a  man  who  she  said  call¬ 
ed  her  “the  Governor’s  dyke.”  The  rapist  has  not  been 
apprehended. 

Two  years  ago  Lampman  asked  the  Wisconsin 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (WCLU)  to  represent  her  in  a  suit 
against  the  police,  who  she  alleges  mishandled  the 
investigation  because  she  is  a  lesbian.  After  a  year  of 
searching,  the  WCLU  informed  Lampman  that  it  was 
unable  to  find  a  lawyer  to  take  on  the  case.  WCLU 
director  Eunice  Edgar  said  that  although  Lampman’s 
case  had  merit,  “I  just  have  a  feeling  that  lawyers  look 
at  it  and  aren’t  intrigued  by  the  kinds  of  law  they 
would  have  to  do.” 

Lampman  then  retained  a  private  lawyer,  and 
was  told  by  him  in  mid-February  of  this  year  that  too 
much  time  had  elapsed  since  the  incident,  and  that 
she  was  prevented  by  law  from  taking  action. 

Lampman  said  that  if  she  had  known  about  a 
time  limit,  she  would  have  taken  the  case  from  the 
WCLU  earlier.  “Now  I  can’t  even  fight  the  battle,”  she 
said. 

— Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
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AIDS  Behind  Bars:  Lies  and  Manipulation 


By  Tatiana  Schreiber 

“A  Florida  Department  of  Corrections  brochure  that  is 
supposed  to  inform  prisoners  about  AIDS  reads,  “ AIDS  is 
spread  by  homosexual  contact,  and  by  the  use  of  injectible 
drugs.  You  can  reduce  risk  by  avoiding  homosexual  activity, 
and  by  refraining  from  IV  drug  use.  ”  The  brochure  con¬ 
cludes:  “REMEMBER:  THE  CHOICE  IS  YOURS.  IT  IS 
ONE  OF  THE  FEW  CHOICES  YOU  CAN  MAKE  FOR 
YOURSELF  WHILE  INCARCERATED  —  THE 
CHOICE  TO  BE  HEALTHY  OR  TO  TAKE  YOUR 
CHANCES  WITH  DISEASE  AND  MA  YBE  DEA  TH.  ” 

*** 

Misinformation  about  AIDS  is  widespread  in  U.S. 
prisons  —  as  it  is  outside  the  correctional  system.  Although 
the  gay /lesbian  community  outside  has  produced  a  wealth 
of  information  about  safe  sexual  practices  that  can  help  stop 
the  spread  of  AIDS,  this  information  is  not  getting  to 
prisoners.  AIDS  bulletins  now  being  distributed  in  prisons 
are  helping  to  calm  unwarranted  fear  and  panic  on  the  part 
of  both  staff  and  prisoners,  but  these  same  bulletins  have 
also  contributed  to  confusion  about  who  gets  AIDS  and 
how  transmission  can  be  minimized.  As  in  the  Florida 
brochure  above,  AIDS  “education”  in  prisons  typically 
blames  a  prisoner  for  getting  AIDS  and  uses  prisoners’  fear 
of  the  disease  to  reinforce  institutional  rules  forbidding  all 
sex  and  drug  use. 

But  skewed  information  about  AIDS  is  only  part  of  the 
problem  people  on  the  inside  face  as  prison  officials  have 
until  recently  ignored  the  needs  of  prisoners  with  AIDS.  In 
Massachusetts,  for  example,  a  prisoner  in  the  state  prison  at 
Cedar  Junction  (Walpole)  complained  of  weight  loss  (nearly 
thirty  pounds  in  three  months),  a  severe  cough,  a  bad  rash, 
and  exhaustion.  Although  he  has  not  been  diagnosed  with 
AIDS,  his  parents,  on  a  visit  to  their  son,  read  the  word 
“AIDS”  next  to  his  name  on  a  blackboard  outside  the  cor¬ 
ridor  leading  to  his  cell.  This  was  the  first  they  had  heard 
about  his  condition  and  they  were  shocked,  angry,  and  con¬ 
fused.  So  is  their  son,  who  according  to  Dianne  McLaughlin 
of  the  Massachusetts  Correctional  Legal  Services,  has  not 
been  able  to  get  accurate  and  comprehensible  informa¬ 
tion  about  his  health. 

In  New  Jersey,  according  to  Catherine  Hanssens  of  the 
New  Jersey  Office  of  Inmate  Advocacy,  prisoners  with 
AIDS  have  been  kept  in  conditions  nearly  as  restrictive  as 
for  those  on  death  row.  “They  are  people  expecting  to  die, 
waiting  to  die,  with  few  visitors  and  no  progams.”  Until 
pressure  from  her  office,  and  the  intervention  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  Hanssens  said,  prisoners 
with  AIDS  had  been  kept  shackled  to  their  beds  over  a 
period  of  four  to  six  months. 

Prisoners  have  always  been  “out  of  sight,  out  of 
mind,”  said  Dr.  Marta  Arias-Klein,  a  professor  of  Criminal 
Justice  at  Nassau  Community  College  in  New  York,  so  it 
isn’t  surprising  that  the  issue  of  AIDS  in  prisons  has  been  ig¬ 
nored  —  both  by  prison  officials  and  by  many  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  on  the  outside.  In  addition,  Klein  said,  prison 
authorities  are  reluctant  to  admit  that  homosexual  activity 
and  IV  drug  use  take  place  in  the  prison  system. 


A  recently  released  report  from  the  National  Institute 
of  Justice  (NIJ)  found  incidence  rates  for  AIDS  in  U.S. 
prisons  slightly  higher  than  in  the  general  population.  So  far 
there  have  been  455  cases  of  AIDS  in  the  correctional 
system,  wifh  most  of  them  occurring  in  four  states  —  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Florida. 

Despite  this  fairly  low  occurrence,  prisoners  do  have 
reason  to  be  concerned.  IV  drug  use  and  both  consensual 
and  coercive  sexual  activity  make  it  likely  that  AIDS  is  being 
spread  within  the  prisons,  despite  denials  by  corrections  of¬ 
ficials  who  claim  that  virtually  all  prisoners  with  AIDS  and 
ARC  (Aids  Related  Complex)  had  the  disease  before  enter¬ 
ing  the  correction  system.  In  addition,  severe  overcrowding, 
lack  of  access  to  regular  medical  care,  and  unsanitary  condi¬ 
tions  create  a  perfect  atmosphere  for  a  whole  range  of  ill¬ 
nesses  to  develop.  People  who  are  already  in  poor  health  are 
much  more  likely  to  become  sick  with  AIDS  than  are  people 
in  good  health. 

As  the  number  of  prisoners  with  AIDS  or  ARC  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow,  prisoners,  prisoner  advocates,  and  legal 
workers  have  begun  raising  serious  questions  not  only  about 
education,  but  about  appropriate  use  of  testing,  medical 
treatment,  segregation  of  certain  prisoners,  and  the  legal 
ramifications  of  AIDS-related  policies. 

Education 

Corrections  officials  have  come  to  agree  with  activists 
concerned  with  AIDS  that  education  is  essential  to  reduce 
fear  and  minimize  transmission  of  the  HTLV-III  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Prison  authorities,  however,  are  also 


concerned  with  maintaining  “order”  and  “security”  within 
the  institutions,  and,  as  a  result,  the  educational  materials 
being  distributed  inside  and  outside  the  prison  system  differ 
radically.  For  example,  according  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  in  Atlanta,  there  is  no  evidence  of  AIDS  be¬ 
ing  transmitted  through  saliva  or  feces.  However,  most  of 
the  bulletins  given  to  inmates  emphasize  the  danger  of  con¬ 
tact  with  all  body  fluids  and  of  all  intimate  contact. 

In  fact,  many  bulletins  imply  that  kissing  can  transmit 
AIDS.  Dave  Collie,  public  health  advisor  for  the  CDC,  call¬ 
ed  this  a  “serious  overstatement.”  In  contrast,  the  most  re¬ 
cent  AIDS  information  available  outside  prisons  on  the  sex¬ 
ual  transmission  of  AIDS  implicates  only  anal  intercourse, 
particularly  for  the  receptive  partner,  and  any  activity  that 
allows  semen  to  come  in  contact  with  blood.  What  the  prison 
officials  don’t  want  prisoners  to  know  is  that  it’s  not  sex  that 
spreads  the  AIDS  virus,  but  only  particular  kinds  of  sex.  “I 
find  it  really  shocking,”  said  Jeffrey  Fogel  of  the  ACLU  in 
New  Jersey.  “There’s  something  specific  they  could  do  that 
could  save  lives,  but  they  won’t  do  it  because  it  would  look 
like  corrections  officials  were  condoning  sex.” 

Steve  Lattimer,  president  of  the  New  Jersey  ACLU  and 
director  of  the  Prison  Law  Clinic  at  Rutgers  University, 


points  out  that  there  is  another  reason  prison  officials  want 
to  make  their  own  guidelines  for  handling  AIDS.  “It’s  vir¬ 
tually  impossible  for  drugs  to  get  into  prisons  without  the 
complicity  of  guards,”  Lattimer  said.  “If  the  extent  of  that 
was  revealed,  well,  it’s  political  dynamite.”  According  to 
the  NIJ  report,  it  is  primarily  IV  drug  users  and  not  gay  men 
who  make  up  the  population  of  prisoners  with  AIDS  in  New 
York  and  New  Jersey. 

Because  of  this  intransigence  on  the  part  of  prison 
authorities,  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Department  of 
Health  have  not  been  allowed  into  the  prisons  in  that  state  to 
provide  information  about  AIDS  to  inmates  and  staff  who 
have  requested  it.  “They  say  sex  and  drugs  are  illegal,”  said 
Lattimer.  “That’s  a  wonderful  approach.  For  them,  it 
solves  all  problems.  But,  you  know,  the  reality  is 
otherwise.” 

Testing  and  Segregation  Policies 

Another  issue  of  concern  to  prisoner  and  civil  rights  ad¬ 
vocates  is  the  use  of  the  ELISA  test  for  antibodies  to  the 
HTLV-III  virus.  Dr.  Robert  Cohen,  director  of  Health  Ser¬ 
vices  at  Rikers  Island  in  New  York,  called  the  test  of  ques¬ 
tionable  accuracy.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  ACLU’s  Prison 
Project  newsletter,  Cohen  cited  recent  studies  that  show  on¬ 
ly  29  percent  of  people  who  test  positive  for  HTLV-III  con¬ 


tinue  to  test  positive  a  second  time,  and  only  23  percent  of 
those  confirm  positive  when  tested  a  third  time  with  the  more 
expensive  and  accurate  Western  Blot  test.  Despite  this  high 
percentage  of  false  positives,  a  Maryland  prisoner  told  GCN 
that  all  inmates  there  are  being  given  the  test  on  entrance  to 
the  prison  and  are  being  segregated  depending  on  their 
HTLV-III  status.  Several  other  prison  systems  have  or  are 
planning  to  begin  testing  and  segregation  of  HTLV-III 
positive  inmates. 

Letters  from  prisoners  to  GCN  indicate  that  in  many 
states  prisoners  who  test  positive  for  HTLV-III,  and,  in 
some  cases  all  gay  prisoners,  are  being  barred  from  certain 
jobs.  According  to  the  CDC’s  Dave  Collie,  there  is  absolute¬ 
ly  no  evidence  of  the  need  to  restrict  even  people  who  are  in¬ 
fected  with  HTLV-III  from  any  jobs,  including  food  handl¬ 
ing.  The  CDC  has  issued  AIDS  guidelines  for  health  and 
food  service  workers,  but  recently  decided  not  to  do  the 
same  for  correctional  facilities.  “It’s  a  political  thing,”  said 
Collie.  “There’s  nothing  different  about  how  AIDS  should 
be  treated  in  prisons  as  opposed  to  in  the  free  society.  We 
can’t  make  their  management  decisions  for  them.  We  just 
found  ourselves  out  of  our  league.” 

At  least  one  lawsuit  has  recently  been  filed  on  behalf  of 
prisoners  who  believe  testing  and  segregation  policies  violate 
inmates’  rights  by  jeopardizing  the  confidentiality  of  their 
medical  records,  and  denying  access  to  law  libraries,  exercise 
and  visitation.  In  New  Jersey,  prisoners  at  the  Rahweh  State 
Penitentiary  have  filed  a  suit  to  protect  their  confidentiality 
while  receiving  adequate  medical  care.  In  order  to  see  a  doc¬ 
tor,  inmates  who  were  concerned  about  AIDS  were  required 


to  submit  a  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  who  had  had  sex 
with,  or  shared  needles  with,  one  prisoner  known  to  have 
AIDS. 

Although  Massachusetts  prisoners  are  theoretically 
guaranteed  confidentiality,  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Correction  (DOC)  spokeswoman  Gail  Darnell  admits  that 
HTLV-III  status  is  reported  to  the  state  Public  Health  De¬ 
partment  and  to  corrections  officials.  The  ACLU’s  Lattimer 
points  out  that  without  special  precautions  such  as  using 
locked  boxes,  any  corrections  officer  or  guard  who  wanted 
to,  could  easily  gain  access  to  inmates’  records.  Ted  Ham¬ 
mett,  author  of  the  NIJ  report,  emphasized  that  inmates 
who  test  positive  face  ostracism,  threats,  or  violent  intimida¬ 
tion  while  in  prison,  and  possible  discrimination  in  employ¬ 
ment,  housing,  and  insurability  once  they  are  released. 

Medical  Treatment 

The  fact  that  prisoners  with  AIDS  or  ARC  are  receiving 
inadequate  and  even  inhumane  treatment  is  symptomatic  of 
the  general  problem  of  health  care  for  prisoners,  according 
to  Hanssens  of  the  New  Jersey  Office  of  Inmate  Advocacy. 
When  the  ACLU  began  to  investigate  reports  of  shackling 
of  AIDS  victims  in  a  New  Jersey  Hospital,  other  prisoners 


with  cardiac  conditions  or  serious  infections  were  also  being 
kept  shackled.  Authorities  claimed  it  was  a  necessary  securi¬ 
ty  precaution,  but  when  the  ACLU  threatened  publicity,  the 
security  risk  of  these  primarily  non-ambulatory  patients 
abruptly  disappeared. 

Four  prisoners  with  AIDS  in  Texas  are  currently  hos¬ 
pitalized  in  hazardous  conditions  with  other  prisoners  who 
have  infectious  diseases.  They  have  limited  visitation  and  ex¬ 
ercise.  In  Walpole,  a  prisoner  with  ARC  has  not  been  hos¬ 
pitalized,  despite  severe  symptoms,  and  is  made  to  walk  out¬ 
side  in  very  cold  weather  in  order  to  receive  visitors.  Massa¬ 
chusetts  DOC  officials  report  no  current  cases  of  AIDS,  yet 
a  member  of  PUMA,  the  Prostitutes  Union  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  says  a  friend  of  hers  was  recently  released  from  MCI- 
Framingham  with  severe  symptoms  of  AIDS.  According  to 
her  friend,  “She  looked  as  if  she’d  aged  twenty  years  in  the 
last  year.”  The  woman  has  since  been  reimprisoned  and  is 
being  kept  in  isolation. 

*** 

Although  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  prison  system  has  been  ig¬ 
nored  until  recently,  Klein  believes  this  is  changing.  “We 
must  continue  talking  about  it  to  develop  a  consciousness 
about  this;  if  not  out  of  compassion  for  the  prisoners  than  at 
least  out  of  concern  for  ourselves.”  Klein  emphasized  that 
people  infected  with  HTLV-III  are  passing  in  and  out  of  the 
prison  system  at  all  times. 

Prisoners  can  get  accurate  information  about  AIDS  by 
contacting  lesbian/gay  organizations,  including  GCN. 
It  is  important  to  try  to  stay  healthy,  to 
avoid  reusing  needles,  and  to  avoid  the  specific  kinds  of  sex¬ 
ual  activities  associated  with  transmission  of  HTLV-III.  If 
tested  for  the  virus,  prisoners  should  guard  against  threats 
to  confidentiality,  and  recognize  that  a  positive  test  result 
does  not  necessarily  mean  a  diagnosis  of  AIDS  or  ability  to 
transmit  the  virus.  Finally,  prisoners  can  write  to  people 
outside  and  keep  them  informed  about  what  kinds  of 
medical  care  prisoners  with  AIDS  or  ARC  are  receiving.  For 
the  time  being,  ignorance  is  more  contagious  than  AIDS. 


Safe  Sex 

Prison  officials  typically  try  to  tell  prisoners  that 
all  gay  sex  causes  AIDS.  This  is  not  true.  At  most,  sex 
in  which  cum  or  blood  go  from  one  person  to  another, 
and  rimming  are  not  “safe.”  In  fact,  many  AIDS  re¬ 
searchers  have  recently  found  evidence  suggesting 
that  getting  fucked  in  the  ass  without  a  condom  is  the 
primary  mode  of  contracting  the  HTLV-III  virus  as¬ 
sociated  with  AIDS. 

We  do  know  that  mutual  jerk-off,  kissing,  chew¬ 
ing,  licking,  etc.  are  okay. 

One  final  note:  it  is  the  sharing  of  needles,  rather 
than  gay  sex,  that  accounts  for  most  of  the  prisoners 
with  AIDS. 


‘ Prisoners  with  AIDS  are  people  expecting  to  die , 
waiting  to  die ,  with  few  visitors  and  no  programs . 9 


In  New  Jersey ,  prisoners  with  AIDS  have  been  kept  in 
conditions  nearly  as  restrictive  as  for  those  on  death 
row.  Many  have  been  kept  shackled  to  their  beds  over 
 a  period  of  four  to  six  months. 


San  Francisco 


Continued  from  page  l 
Union  Carbide,  Bechtel, 
Coors,  anti-abortion  funders 
and  over  40  other  auto,  bank, 
and  defense  companies  and 
foundations. 

The  marchers’  next  stop  was 
at  the  Flood  Building.  They 
posted  large  banners  renaming 
it  “the  Blood  Building”  and 
listing  the  many  repressive  gov¬ 
ernments  that  have  consulates 
and  offices  there:  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  Israel,  Chile,  etc. 


As  the  march  continued  past 
the  Bank  of  America,  a  group 
of  women  poured  blood  on  the 
doors  and  changed  the  sign  to 
read  “Bank  of  Apartheid.” 

In  the  midst  of  Friday  rush 
hour  traffic,  the  noisy  stream 
of  women  continued  up  Market 
Street  with  spirits  high  and  ban¬ 
ners  soaked. 

As  they  stopped  at  a  row  of 
porn  movie  theaters,  women 
plastered  stickers  saying  “Stop 
violence  against  women!”  The 


mass  of  women  made  it  clear 
this  was  one  day  women  would 
not  be  hassled  while  walking 
down  this  block. 

As  the  march  approached  the 
Armed  Forces  Recruiting  Sta¬ 
tion,  police  positioned  them¬ 
selves  across  the  front  of  the 
building  and  recruiters  bar¬ 
ricaded  themselves  behind  steel 
security  gates.  The  women, 
feeling  the  strength  of  having 
forced  the  office  to  shut  down, 


chanted  “We’re  angry  women 
and  we’re  here  to  say,  ‘Down 
with  the  army  and  the  CIA.’  ” 

The  demonstration  ended 
with  a  brief  rally  at  the  nearby 
U.N.  plaza.  Women  expressed 
their  solidarity  with  the 
AIDS/ARC  vigil  that  has  been 
camped  there  for  over  four 
months.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13  No. 
27).  The  Hand  to  Hand 
Women’s  Kung  Fu  School  did  a 
powerful  demonstration  in¬ 


cluding  stick  fighting  and 
board  breaking.  Following  the 
martial  artists,  .j^omen  per¬ 
formed  a  theater  piece  describ¬ 
ing  women’s  resistance.  After 
each  woman  related  a  short 
story  about  a  woman  from 
another  country,  the 
demonstrators  responded, 
“We  are  women  who  care.  We 
are  women  who  resist.  We  are 
women  who  fight!”  The 
pelting  rain  echoed  this  call 
from  women  around  the  world. 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


don’t  censor 
letters 

Dear  GCN: 

Several  GCN  readers  have  suggested  that  GCN 
should  not  have  published  Emma  Whitby’s  letter 
to  the  editor  (Vol.  13,  No.  29,  Feb.  8,  1986)  “Old 
Testament  Claptrap”  because  of  its  virulent  anti¬ 
semitism.  They  have  suggested  the  GCN  collec¬ 
tive  extend  its  policy  of  not  printing  personal  at¬ 
tacks  to  not  printing  the  “obscene  rantings  of 
bigots.”  The  GCN  community  has  been  discuss¬ 
ing  what  to  do  about  racist,  anti-semitic  and  sexist 
letters.  While  I  agree  the  letter  was  incredibly  of¬ 
fensive  and  anti-semitic,  I  would  argue  that  it 
should  have  been  printed,  and  that  GCN’s  policy 
of  printing  all  letters  to  the  editor  and  speaking 
outs  intact  and  unedited  (except  for  personal  at¬ 
tacks)  be  continued. 

It  makes  me  nervous  to  think  that  GCN  staffers 
might  start  scrutinizing  every  letter  for  objec¬ 
tionable  politics.  If  one  letter  was  rejected  for 
anti-semitism,  what  about  one  that  was  racist  or 
sexist?  The  GCN  letters  page  is  a  free-floating 
forum.  From  it  can  be  read  the  pulse  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  truth  is  that  some  in  our  “communi¬ 
ty”  are  anti-semitic,  racist,  and  sexist  —  and  we 
need  to  know  this.  Refusing  to  print  letters  from 
people  doesn’t  make  them,  or  their  ideas  go  away, 
it  just  pushes  them  underground  where  we  don’t 
see  them  and  don’t  get  a  chance  to  publicly  res¬ 
pond  to  them. 

The  letters  page  is  one  of  the  liveliest  and  ex¬ 
citing  parts  of  the  paper.  People  take  the  time  to 
write  letters  to  GCN  because  they  know  they  will 
be  printed.  The  controversy  generated  in  these 
pages  is  good  for  our  community,  bringing  im¬ 
portant  issues  out  into  the  open  and  getting  a  wide 
variety  of  people  questioning  and  responding. 
The  printing  of  an  anti-semitic  letter  had  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  generating  more  discussion  of  anti¬ 
semitism  in  the  pages  of  GCN  than  I  have  seen  for 
years,  including  a  GCN  staff  editorial. 

In  a  related  issue  the  GCN  staff  asks  its  reader- 
ship  about  a  series  of  questions  that  came  up  from 
publication  of  Art  Cohen’s  piece  on  conservative 
gays.  I  have  always  thought  it  was  important  for 
GCN  to  publish  articles  on  mainstream  gay /les¬ 
bian  politics,  electoral  politics,  and  conservative 
gay  organizing.  As  a  radical  I  need  to  know  what 
other  parts  of  the  community  are  doing  and 
thinking.  I  have  no  other  place  to  learn  this  than 
from  GCN.  I  thought  Art  Cohen’s  article  was  ex¬ 
cellent  —  informative,  and  clearly  written.  I 
understand  it  went  through  several  drafts  before 
the  staff  felt  satisfied  with  printing  it,  but  I 
assume  Art  felt  okay  about  the  suggested  changes 
or  he  wouldn’t  have  agreed  to  put  his  name  to  the 
final  version .  It  will  always  be  tricky  to  decide  just 
how  to  cover  some  of  these  issues.  I  trust  the 
balance  that  will  result  from  discussions  and 
negotiations  between  the  writer,  the  editor  and 
the  staff. 

When  in  doubt,  I  think  it  is  better  for  GCN  to 
err  on  the  side  of  printing  something  they  have 
doubts  about  rather  than  censoring  it.  This  goes 
for  articles  and  letters.  If  the  community 
disagrees  with  something  in  the  paper  they  will  let 
it  be  known.  I  have  never  believed  that  GCN  had 
a  “line”  or  strived  for  “political  correctness.” 
Censoring  the  letters  page  would  be  a  dangerous 
move  in  that  direction  that  could  ultimately  make 
for  a  narrower,  dryer,  and  politically  boring 
newspaper.  I  hope  the  staff  and  the  membership 
reaffirm  an  open  letters  page  policy. 

In  solidarity, 

Nancy  Wechsler 
Somerville,  MA 


Defense  Committee  Update 

Commemorate/Protest  the  May  1985 
announcement  of  the  state’s  foster  care 
policy.  Help  plan  a  community  forum  on 
May  10;  come  to  a  planning  meeting  at 
GCN  on  Monday,  March  17  at  5  p.m. .  . . 
Join  in  planning  a  Coming-Out  Day  and 
Denmark  Campaign  on  May  16  at  an  or¬ 
ganizational  meeting  Tuesday,  March  18 
at  5:30  p.m.,  67  Pleasant  St.  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  ....  To  plan  these  events,  a 
gay/lesbian  celebration  dance  on  May 
16,  or  simply  to  become  familiar  with  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee, 
come  to  the  next  Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  meeting  —  Tuesday,  March  25,  7:30 
p.m.  at  67  Pleasant  St.  in  Cambridge 
....  To  keep  abreast  of  GLDC  ac¬ 
tivities,  call  the  hotline,  628-6007. 


Christians  harass 
gay  prisoners 

Dear  GCN 

Hey,  yesterday  the  mail  room  officer  gave  me  a 
copy  of  your  rag.  The  officer  said  I  could  have 
this  “disgusting”  material  as  long  as  I  kept  it  to 
myself.  Please  send  me  some  more! 

Also  I  wish  to  moan  and  groan  a  little.  I’ve 
been  receiving  some  very  hard  core  ethics  from 
blood  bought  bastard  CHRISTIANS,  who 
evidently  saw  my  penpal  ad  in  your  paper! 

But  I  can  hang  in  there!  I  also  wrote  them  back 
(hee-hee)  but  so  far  no  reply.  Must  have  been 
something  I  said  (smile).  Anyway,  THANKS  for 
the  paper. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony  Register 
Box  R  —  44873 
Buena  Vista,  CO  81211 


sos  racism 
undermines  unity 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  January  18  GCN  “News  Notes”  you  re¬ 
ported  on  the  December  7  March  for  Equality  or¬ 
ganized  by  SOS  Racism  in  Paris,  France.  As  a 
supporter  of  the  Revolutionary  Workers  League 
(RWL),  American  sympathizing  section  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Trotskyist  Committee  (ITC),  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  learn  more  about  SOS 
Racism  from  ITC  sympathizers  in  France.  I 
would  like  to  offer  this  information  to  GCN  and 
invite  interested  readers  to  respond. 

There  are  about  3.5  million  immigrants  in 
France  out  of  a  total  population  of  55  million. 
Approximately  one  million  Algerians  make  up 
the  largest  immigrant  group,  followed  by  im¬ 
migrants  from  other  North  African  countries. 
But  there  are  immigrants  in  France  from  coun¬ 
tries  around  the  world  —  from  West  Africa  to  In¬ 
dochina.  France  also  has  more  than  500,000 
Jewish  people.  With  only  13  million  Jews  left  in 
the  world  today,  France  has  the  fourth  largest 
Jewish  population  in  the  world. 

France  has  a  large,  well-organized,  well- 
financed  fascist  movement  as  well.  It  is  more  than 
a  little  scary  that  the  National  Front  led  by  Jean- 
Marie  Le  Pen  won  more  than  10  percent  of  the 
vote  in  the  1984  elections  to  the  European  Parlia¬ 
ment.  The  National  Front  targets  not  only  Arabs, 
other  immigrants,  and  Jews,  but  also  women,  les¬ 
bians,  and  gay  men.  Clearly  a  united  fight  against 
the  fascists’  racism,  anti-Semitism,  sexism  and 
anti-lesbian/gay  bigotry  is  badly  needed. 

SOS  Racism  was  organized  for  just  that  pur¬ 
pose.  This  group  of  young  activists  captured  the 
attention  of  the  entire  nation,  and  much  of  the 
world.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years  it  looked 
as  if  Arabs,  Jews,  women,  lesbians,  and  gay  men 
could  come  together  to  fight  for  a  common  goal. 
Unfortunately,  the  picture  is  not  nearly  as  nice  as 
GCN  has  painted  it. 

A  major  problem  is  that  SOS  Racism  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  demand  of  “leftwing”  Zionists  in  its 
leadership  that  the  organization  not  take  a  stand 
against  Zionism.  This  effectively  excludes  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organization 
(PLO)  from  SOS  Racism  and  puts  other  Arab 
youth  in  an  impossible  position.  The  two  million 
Arab  immigrants  in  France  are  under  intense  at¬ 
tack  from  the  fascists,  but  they  also  support  the 
struggle  to  liberate  Palestinians  from  Zionist  op¬ 
pression. 

Zionism  is  an  ideology  justifying  the  existence 
of  the  state  of  Israel.  The  goal  of  Zionism  is  to 
maintain  a  Jewish  state  in  Palestine  at  any  cost  to 
its  original  inhabitants,  the  Palestinian  Arabs.  In 
Israel  and  Israeli-occupied  territories  Arabs  are 
denied  political  rights;  segregated  into  refugee 
camps,  slums  or  impoverished  villages;  and  forc¬ 
ed  into  the  worst  jobs  —  or  no  jobs  at  all.  Just  as 
blacks  in  South  Africa  must  carry  passes,  Arabs 
in  Israel  must  carry  ID  cards  at  all  times. 

Israel  is  not  an  independent  entity.  It  exists  only 
because  of  US  aid.  The  US  ruling  class  backs 
Israel  not  because  they  care  about  the  fate  of 
world  Jewry,  but  because  they  want  a  cop  in  the 
Middle  East.  Israel  does  not  provide  a  safe  home¬ 
land  for  Jewish  people  or  fight  world  anti- 
Semitism.  Israeli  workers  can  help  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  by  rejecting  Zionism  and  reaching  out  to  their 
Arab  brothers  and  sisters  to  establish  a  workers’ 
republic  of  Palestine  in  which  Arabs  and  Jews 
could  live  together  in  complete  economic,  social, 
and  political  equality. 

As  a  Jewish  lesbian  and  a  supporter  of  the 
RWL,  I  cannot  overstate  the  importance  of 
uniting  workers  and  the  oppressed  to  fight  all 
forms  of  racism,  anti-Semitism,  sexism,  and  anti- 
lesbian/gay  bigotry.  SOS  Racism  undermines  this 
unity  by  refusing  to  take  a  stand  on  the  central 
question  of  Arab  liberation,  Palestine.  By  refus¬ 
ing  to  confront  Zionist  racism  —  and  thereby  ef¬ 
fectively  excluding  their  deeply  oppressed  Arab 
brothers  and  sisters  —  they  are  in  danger  of  losing 
the  battle  before  they  have  begun. 

In  solidarity, 

Judy  Levy 

Revolutionary  Workers  League 
Ann  Arbor,  MI 


anti-semitism 
posing  as  anti- 
israel  politics 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  your  fine  editorial  which  so  ef¬ 
fectively  condemned  Jew-hating.  I  suspect  that 
many  people  rejoiced  when  you  finally  spoke  out 
so  well  on  the  subject.  That  the  leading  gay  paper 
in  the  Boston  area  took  this  strong  stance  is  en¬ 
couraging;  I  only  wish  other  persons  considering 
themselves  “progressives”  would  do  the  same. 

As  you  pointed  out,  anti-Israel  sentiments  are 
not  anti-semitic  sentiments,  per  se.  But  too  often 
enemies  of  Jews  will  criticize  actions  of  Israel  and 
then  use  that  anti-Israeli  line  as  an  excuse  to  con¬ 
demn  Jews.  Sidestepping  the  question  of  whether 
their  criticism  of  Israel  is  balanced,  the  idea  of 
“collective  responsibility”  is  dangerous. 

It  has  also  made  Jewish  people  sensitive  to  at¬ 
tacks  on  Israel,  despite  an  understanding  that 
Israel  has  faults  and  makes  mistakes  like  every 
other  nation.  Put  in  an  appropriate  context, 
criticism  of  Israel  is  accepted  by  reasonable  per¬ 
sons  as  just  that,  and  not  anti-semitism.  The  non- 
Jewish  community  should  be  aware  that  there  is  a 
disagreement  within  the  Jewish  community  about 
the  policies  of  Israel  and  about  politics  in  the 
Middle  East.  This  comes  from  within  the  ranks  of 
those  who  are  essentially  friendly  toward  the  state 
of  Israel. 

Having  said  that,  I  can  attest  as  someone  who 
works  as  a  professional  for  a  Jewish  organiza¬ 
tion,  that  I  have  seen  Jews  leave  liberal  or  pro¬ 
gressive  causes  because  the  hostility  members  of 
these  groups  have  toward  Israel  is  too  frequently 
accompanied  by  hostility  toward  Jews.  As  a  peo¬ 
ple  with  a  history  of  oppression,  we  are  acutely  at¬ 
tuned  to  signs  of  anti-semitism.  When  we  observe 
what  appears  to  be  almost  an  obsession  with  the 
deeds  of  Israel  in  many  leftist  circles,  we  cannot 
help  but  wonder  what  the  roots  of  that  obsession 
are.  Certainly  Israel  has  its  problems  and  has 
made  its  mistakes.  But  if  one  considers  the  many 
evils  nations  engage  in  daily  across  the  globe, 
targeting  Israel  as  the  cause  of  so  much  of  the 
world’s  problems  is  nothing  less  than 
scapegoating.  As  Jews,  it  is  not  hard  to  see  why 
we  are  suspect  of  the  motives  of  those  who  seem 
to  act  more  out  of  hostility  toward  Israel  and 
Jews  than  out  of  a  rational  analysis  of  Middle 
East  politics. 

This  is  particularly  true  when  this  rhetoric  is 
factually  incorrect  and  nonspecific,  as  with  the 
wildly  exaggerated  allegations  about  Israel’s 
trade  with  South  Africa,  which  amounts  to  3/4  of 
1  percent  of  all  South  Africa’s  trade  and  which  is 
dwarfed  by  the  huge  percentage  of  shipping  to 
South  Africa  from  Arab  states.  Trade  between 
Israel  and  South  Africa  is  1/5  of  that  between 
South  Africa  and  Black  Africa.  No  one  should  do 
business  with  South  Africa,  but  let  us  be  honest 
with  whom  we  criticize. 

Toward  a  balanced  approach  to  Israel,  pro¬ 
gressives  also  must  not  accept  at  face  value  the 
rhetoric  which  equates  Zionism  with  racism  or 
Zionism  with  Apartheid.  Both  are  propaganda 
gimmicks  which  pervert  history  and  truth  and  are 
used  as  vehicles  for  perpetuating  an  “acceptable” 
level  of  anger  and  resentment  toward  Jews. 

Anyone  truly  committed  to  fighting  bigotry 
should  stand  up  against  those  who  would  single 
out  Israel  and/or  Jews  as  responsible  for  an  ex¬ 
cessive  number  of  the  world’s  problems.  We  must 
be  consistent  in  fighting  oppression,  whether  it  is 
for  Blacks,  Hispanics,  Asians,  Jews  or  any  other 
groups.  Anything  else  is  hypocritical  and 
dangerous  to  the  overall  cause. 

Sally  Greenberg 
Boston,  MA 

s.I.o.,  California: 
legal  help  needed 

Dear  GCN: 

I  need  to  know  if  you  can  help  me  with  a  prob¬ 
lem.  On  2-11-86  my  cellmate  was  stabbed  4  times. 
The  police  have  locked  me  up  in  the  hole  [isola¬ 
tion]  because  they  think  I  was  involved.  I  am  be¬ 
ing  charged  with  accessory  to  attempted  murder. 
I  am  going  to  need  some  legal  help.  If  I  get  stuck 
with  a  public  defender  I  feel  I’ll  surely  be  in  trou¬ 
ble.  I  am  not  guilty  and  the  only  way  I  can  prove 
this  is  with  a  good  lawyer  who  cares  about  justice 
being  done. 

I  hope  that  someone  from  the  gay  community 
here  can  help  out,  mentally  and  legally.  I  could 
use  some  moral  support  too. 

Thanks  very  much, 

David  Anderson 
C99640  AS- 105 
Box  8101-East 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409 


[Prisoner  Project  Note:  This  is  a  classic  bind  for  a 
gay  prisoner,  who  is  not  involved  but  may  (or 
may  not)  know  something.  If  you  don  7  cooperate 
with  the  police,  they  will  get  you,  and  if  you  do 
cooperate  with  them,  the  other  prisoners  will  get 
you  for  “ snitching  ”  to  the  cops.  Please  help  out  if 
you  can,  with  letters  or  legal  support.] 


GayCommunityNews 

Cover  design  by  Diane  Harris 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collec¬ 
tive  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events 
and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid 
staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  by 
the  membership.  The  paper  is  published  week¬ 
ly  (except  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and 
December),  with  a  double  issue  the  last  week 
of  June  by  the  Bromfield  Street  Education 
Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials”  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers 
to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  informa¬ 
tion,  and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 
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Speaking  Out - 

It  Has  Happened  Here 

By  Michael  Bronski 


Art  Cohen’s  article  on  gay  conservatives  (Feb.  22,  1986)  touched  off  more  than  the 
euphemistic  “passionate  discussion”  alluded  to  in  the  GCN  editorial  which  ran  the  follow¬ 
ing  week.  The  editorial,  which  raised  questions  about  the  nature  of  GCN's  politics,  was  dis¬ 
ingenuous  and  raises  deeper  questions  than  the  “queries”  soliciting  reader  opinion. 

What  happened  to  Art’s  article  —  and  what  you  did  not  read  in  GCN  —  was  this:  Art 
had  been  solicited  by  his  editor  to  write  an  interview  with  two  members  of  Concerned 
Americans  for  Individual  Rights  (C.A.I.R.).  He  worked,  as  any  writer  does,  with  his  editor 
until  the  piece  was  finished.  Just  as  the  weekly  paper  was  going  into  production,  some  of  the 
staff  decided  that  they  did  not  like  the  politics  of  the  piece  and  at  staff  meeting  voted  about 
the  propriety  of  printing  it. 

Then  finally  decided  to  print  the  piece  if  Art  made  certain  changes  in  emphasis  and 
tone.  Rather  than  granting  the  C.A.I.R.  men  an  uninterrupted  platform,  staff  members 
demanded  a  point -by-point  refutation  of  the  conservative  opinion  with  arguments  they  con¬ 
sidered  more  politically  correct,  obviously  believing  that  the  average  GCN  reader  could  not 
form  her/his  own  opinion  and  needed  to  be  told  what  to  think.  (Some  may  argue  that  this 
doesn’t  mean  treating  the  reader  as  being  unable  to  evaluate  diverse  political  values,  but 
despite  stated  intentions,  that  is  the  exact  effect  is  has  on  both  readers  and  newspaper.) 

Art  agreed  to  the  changes  and  the  piece  appeared  the  following  week.  I  presume  that 
Art  felt  okay  about  doing  this,  although  his  other  option  was  non-publication.  But  the  ques¬ 
tion  here  is  more  than  one  article  by  one  person.  By  making  such  a  decision,  the  GCN  staff 
sets  a  precedent  for  a  process  through  which  they  can  veto  any  article  of  which  they  do  not 
approve.  The  relationship  between  a  writer  and  an  editor  has  now  moved  to  a  larger  arena.  It 
is  now  the  writer  versus  a  central  committee  on  political  correctness.  Or  to  call  it  by  its  real 
name:  censorship. 

GCN  is  in  its  thirteenth  year  of  publication.  Throughout  that  time  it  has  been  a  forum 
open  to  all  segments  of  the  gay  community.  Its  staff  works  tirelessly  to  put  out  a  paper  which 
would  reach  as  many  people  with  the  widest  range  of  interests  possible.  Behind  that  staff  are 
the  writers  —  the  real  backbone  of  the  paper.  None  of  GCN's  writers  are  paid;  they 
volunteer  their  time  and  talent  producing  news,  stories,  reviews,  opinions,  commentary  and 
ideas.  Without  its  writers,  GCN  would  not  exist. 

The  relationship  between  a  writer  and  an  editor  is  a  tricky,  even  delicate  one.  Most 
writers  write  because  they  feel  they  have  something  to  say:  an  idea,  an  opinion,  an  attitude, 
an  ideology.  An  editor  will  help  a  writer  express  that  in  the  clearest  possible  manner.  A  good 
editor  will  help  a  writer  to  understand  the  deeper  implications  of  what  they  are  trying  to  say 
and  encourage  an  expansion  of  thought  as  well  as  clarity  of  content.  It  is  only  by  working 
closely  with  editors  that  writers  will  grow  and  improve;  it  is  only  by  encouraging  writers  that 
GCN  will  be  assured  of  not  only  lively  and  informed  contents,  but  its  own  continued  ex¬ 
istence. 

The  staff’s  action  on  Art  Cohen’s  article  can  do  nothing  but  cancel  out  the  free  ex¬ 
change  of  ideas  which  has  always  been  GCN' strongest  feature.  By  saying  that  there  are 
politically  acceptable  or  unacceptable  ways  of  shaping  and  presenting  information  —  or  that 
there  is  information  which  the  community  at  large  should  not  have  access  to  —  the  GCN 
staff  members,  those  who  asked  for  the  changes,  are  creating  a  chilling  effect  on  all  of  the 
writers.  They  are  sending  out  a  clear  message:  do  it  our  way  or  you  don’t  get  published. 

The  whole  incident  raises  many  questions  as  to  what  GCN  is,  what  its  purposes  are,  and 
most  importantly,  how  it  is  to  best  serve  the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  GCN' s  overall 
policy  making  organization  is  its  membership  —  volunteers,  a  board  of  directors  and  a  staff. 
The  major  GCN  decisions  are  made  by  the  membership  at  monthly  meetings.  When  GCN 
decided  to  implement  an  anti-racism  policy,  the  members  initiated  and  voted  upon  the  docu¬ 
ment.  (Conversely,  the  notion  that  GCN  is  “anti-classist”  has  never  been  ratified  by,  voted 
upon,  or  even  fully  discussed  by  the  membership.  It  began  appearing  in  job  advertisements, 
at  the  insistence  of  a  few  staff  members,  a  year  and  a  half  ago.)  Besides  the  membership 
GCTVis  also  responsible  to  its  readership,  a  wide-ranging  group  of  people  who  have  no  for¬ 
mal  input  into  the  paper. 

The  GCN readership/membership  is  insanely  diverse:  some  are  on  welfare,  some  voted 
for  Reagan,  some  are  homeowners,  others  work  at  low-income  jobs  and  can  bearly  make 
due,  some  are  interested  in  radical  politics,  others  are  totally  apolitical.  To  pretend  that 
these  people  can  even  “agree  on  broad  issues”  is  not  only  naive,  but  politically  parochial. 
And  yet  some  of  the  GCN  staff  presume  that  there  are  some  shared  political  and  social 
ideals.  Somehow,  when  they  talk  about  “our  movement,”  I  have  the  feeling  that  they  only 
include  those  people  who  agree  with  them  and  share  their  own  political  perspective. 

Because  the  membership  is  so  varied,  GCN's  Statement  of  Purpose,  drafted  by  a 
membership  committee  in  1972  and  rewritten  in  1979,  included  these  statements: 

It  is  our  policy  that  we  recognize  the  validity  of  each  segment  [of  the  communi¬ 
ty]  because  it  exists  and  will  fairly  represent  it  in  news  and  features. 

And  understanding  that  those  who  choose  to  work  on  GCN  for  little  money  and  long  hours 


The  1987  GCN  Lesbian  &  Gay  News  Calendar 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  make  it  happen  in  time  for  the  1986  buying  binge.  Can  you 
help  with: 

•  selecting  historically  significant  tidbits  from  past  issues  of  GCN 

•  editing 

•  layout,  paste-up,  design,  and  artwork 

•  marketing,  promotion,  distribution 

Lend  a  creative  hand  to  a  major  GCN  fundraiser.  Make  the  calendar  happen! 
Come  to  the  one  and  only  organizational  meeting  Wednesday,  March  26,  7  p.m.  at  the 
GCN  office,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston.  For  more  information,  call  (617)  576-6788. 


GCN  Job  Openings 


Coordinating  Editor  (available 
April-May):  Coordinate  the  paper’s 
overall  administrative/financial 
affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and, 
as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s 
spokesperson.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organiza¬ 
tional,  and  interpersonal  skills. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 

Typesetter/Writer  (available 
immediately):  Typeset  news  and 
features  articles  and  other  copy 
for  weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad 
copy,  promotional  materials,  etc. 
Write  news  and/or  features  ar¬ 
ticles.  Qualifications:  Strong  typ¬ 
ing  and/or  word  processing  skills 
required.  Typesetting  experience, 
particularly  on  a  Compugraphic 
7500,  helpful.  (Some  training  is 
available.)  Strong  writing  skills 


and  good  grammar/copy  editing 
skills  necessary. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist/anti-classist 
politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  Both  full-time 
positions  pay  $160/wk  +  fully  paid 
health/life  insurance,  sick  leave, 
and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation. 
GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
and  participation  in  all  major 
decisions,  with  some  flexibility 
and  ample  room  for  innovation. 
To  apply,  please  send  resume 
ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply 


will  only  be  the  very  committed,  the  authors  added: 

Some  if  not  all  of  the  staff  tend  to  be  politically  active  on  the  radical  end  of  the 
spectrum,  so  we  make  a  conscious  effort  to  remember  that  our  readers  may  not 
be  of  the  same  mind,  and  that  GCN  is  not  to  be  an  extension  of  our  own 
“egos,”  a  “right-on  newspaper.” 

And  mindful  of  some  conflicts,  they  continue: 

Since  work  at  GCN  requires  more  political  compromise  than  work  at  other 
publications,  we  warn  staff  and  prospective  staff  that  if  they  cannot  make  com¬ 
promises,  that  they  should  channel  their  energies  in  other  directions  rather  than 
try  to  change  the  purpose  of  GCN. 

The  GCN  staff  works  long  and  hard  to  put  out  a  weekly  paper.  Their  efforts  are 
generally  greeted  with  mean-spirited  letters  and  Speak  Outs  attacking  them.  But  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  staff  is  to  be  a  conduit  to  express  the  many  and  varied  opinions  of  the  members 
and  readers.  They  must  make  a  thousand  decisions  weekly  about  what  to  print  and  how  to 
deal  with  the  everyday  problems  which  arise.  These  decisions  are  vital  to  the  publication  of 
the  paper.  They  are  not  to  make  decisions  about  the  paper’s  political  tone  or  content.  They 
are  not  to  ask  writers  to  change  their  articles  to  conform  to  the  staff’s  current  notions  of 
political  correctness.  They  are  not  to  tell  the  readers  how  —  or  what  —  to  think  about  issues. 
GCN  staff,  board,  and  readers  have  always  had  opinions  and  have  never  been  afraid  to  ex¬ 
press  them  in  person,  Speaking  Outs,  letters  or  articles.  GCN  readers  have  never  had  to  be 
told  what  to  think. 

There  are,  of  course,  limits  to  what  GCN  can  print.  Space  itself  is  probably  the  most 
limiting  factor.  And  I  think  that  everyone  connected  with  the  paper  would  agree  that  a  piece 
in  praise  of  heterosexuality  would  be  out  of  place.  Nor  does  everyone  have  a  ‘  ‘right”  to  have 
their  words  printed  in  a  paper  just  because  it  defines  itself  as  a  forum  for  the  community. 
But  there  is  something  wrong  when  the  president  of  the  GCTV  board,  who  has  worked  years 
fundraising,  writing  for  and  promoting  the  paper,  is  told  by  the  staff  that  his  article  does  not 
measure  up  politically;  that  it  is  out  of  tune  with  GCN's  politics. 

I  can  remember  nine  years  ago  when  Neil  Miller,  then  managing  editor,  and  Nancy 
Wechsler,  a  news  writer,  had  to  fight  with  the  staff  and  the  membership  to  include  more 
coverage  of  what  were  considered  “progressive  issues,”  specifically  the  Susan  Saxe  trial  and 
reproductive  rights.  There  were  hard  feelings  on  both  sides,  but  Neil  and  Nancy  finally  won 
and  GCN  became  a  forum  for  voices  of  the  left  as  well  as  more  moderate  and  conservative 
concerns.  I  find  it  appalling  and  shameful  that  people  who  define  themselves  as  pro¬ 
gressives/radicals  would  promote  themselves  as  dictators  of  political  correctness  and  be  will¬ 
ing  to  exclude  from  GCN  any  material  with  which  they  did  not  agree. 

I  am  afraid  to  imagine  what  will  come  when  GCN  decides  that  it  must  speak  with  one 
voice,  be  it  the  voice  of  progressives,  moderates  or  conservatives.  GCN  must  be  open  to  all 
readers  and  writers.  When  any  group  can  tell  writers  what  they  can  publish,  they  are  also  dic¬ 
tating  what  people  can  read.  If  GCN  is  to  survive  as  a  vital  force  in  gay  people’s  lives  —  all 
gay  people’s  lives  —  it  must  encourage,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  its  writers. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  writers  must  have  the  freedom  to  write  and  work  with  their 
editors  without  fear  of  censorship.  Rather  than  limiting  what  people  can  say,  there  should  be 
an  ever-increasing  pool  of  writers  who  can  present,  debate,  argue,  and  fight  over  their  own 
visions  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  gay  person  living  in  the  world  today.  Any  move  to  silence 
that  will  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  Gay  Community  News. 

Michael  Bronski  has  been  a  volunteer  writer  for  GCN  for  over  ten  years. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

•  . 

Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication .  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 


don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ _ _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $1750  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

$ 
$ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


Laurie  Anderson,  Karen  Finlay  in  concert 
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Sexual  Confusion  &  Kitchen/Bedroom  Humor 


Laurie  Anderson  in  concert  at  the 
Orpheum  Theater,  February  28, 
performing  selections  from  her  up¬ 
coming  film,  Home  of  the  Brave. 

Karen  Finlay,  I’m  an  Ass  Man, 
February  28  and  March  1  as  part 
of  the  “Vanguard  Vaudeville” 
series  at  the  Institute  of  Contem¬ 
porary  Art.  Info:  266-5152. 

By  Regina  Gillis 

“Two  different  people  read  my 
(pause)  palms  and  they  both  said 
the  same  (pause)  thing  —  I  started 
out  as  a  cow,  then  a  bird,  and  then 
a  hat  (the  feathers  from  the  (pause) 
bird  were  made  into  a  hat),  and 
then  about  400  (pause)  rabbis .... 
This  is  my  first  life  as  a  woman, 
which  I  suppose  explains  a  lot  of 
things . . . .” 

Well,  maybe  not  explains,  but  at 
least  adds  fuel  to  the  “Laurie 
Anderson:  Is  she  or  isn’t  she?” 
question  toward  the  “she  must 
be”  side.  Her  latest  film  and  cor¬ 
responding  concert,  Home  of  the 
Brave,  was  unveiled  in  Boston 
February  28  at  the  Orpheum 
Theater.  What  became  clearer  as 
the  evening  progressed  was  Ander¬ 
son’s  infatuation  with  the  nature 
of  sexual  identity  in  her  work. 

Throughout  the  show,  the  au¬ 
dience  was  bombarded  with  tradi¬ 
tional  male/female  objects  and 
symbols,  only  to  be  misled  and 


The  audience  was  bombarded  with 
traditional  male/ female  objects 
and  symbols ,  only  to  be  misled 
and  contradicted. 


contradicted  with  Anderson’s 
sometimes  murky,  sometimes 
squeaky  electronically-altered 
voice.  In  “Which  is  more  macho 
—  a  pineapple  or  a  knife?”, 
Anderson,  posed  as  a  Latino  game 
show  host(ess?)  in  her  trademark 
white  pantsuit,  reclassified 
masculine  and  feminine  objects  as 
they  loom  on  the  large  screen  be¬ 
hind  her. 

“I  just  came  back  from  West 
Germany,”  she  crooned  later  in 
her  monologue,  “where  I  was  on  a 
talk  show  with  Tina  Turner,  a 
European  astronaut,  a  violinist 
and  me....”  The  question  is, 
though,  isn’t  Laurie  Anderson  all 
of  the  above?  She  created  images 
reminiscent  of  the  early  Tina 
Turner  with  two  soulful  back-up 
vocalists  and  of  a  musically- 
inclined  scientific  wizard  with  her 
Synclavier  tape-activated  violin 
and  a  multi-media  animated 
backdrop. 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


Red  Sun  Press  does  high  quality 
offset  printing  and  provides 
typesetting  and  layout  services. 

We  are  a  union  shop  and  are  part 
of  the  movement  for  political,  economic 
and  social  change 


Call  for  an  estimate,  524-6822  •  M-F  9:00-5:30 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 

•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


STANHOPE 

1 — FRAMERS— 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 

666-2000 


Karen  Finley  in  performance 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11 
Boston,  MA02115 
617-266-0760 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 


There  are  X’s  and  O’s,  Village 
Voice  classifieds,  little  baby 
sperms,  planes  flying  into  the  sun 
and  even  a  brief  tango  with 
William  S.  Burroughs  on  film  in 
Home  of  the  Brave.  There  are  also 
some  Laurie  Anderson  classics  — 
“Kokoku”  (which  translates  as 
“home  of  the  brave,  young 
men”),  “Oh,  Superman,” 
“Sweaters,”  “Big  Science,” 
“Gravity’s  Angel,”  and  “Let 
X  =  X.”  But  be  warned  —  the  pro¬ 
duction  has  its  drawbacks.  The 
show  at  times  seemed  unrehearsed 
(the  white  pantsuit  only  partially 
conceals  Anderson’s  notecards, 
the  back-ups  needed  prompting  in 
“Oh,  Superman,”  and  the  film 
and  slide  projectors  were  out  of 
synch),  the  tickets  were  a  steep  $17 
and  $19  and  Laurie  has  yet  to  over¬ 
come  her  worship  of  Captain 
Beefheart. 

Home  of  the  Brave  continues  its 
six-city  run  through  March  and 
April  across  the  country. 


Yams  up  the  ass,  tit  sandwiches 
and  funny-tasting  boys’  pee  —  the 
essence  of  Karen  Finlay’s  absur¬ 
dist  kitchen/bedroom  humor 
March  1  at  the  ICA.  Her  hour- 
long  monologue  “I’m  an  Ass 
Man”  shares  Sandra  Bernhard’s 
tendency  toward  expanded  fan¬ 
tasy  and  puts  Michael  Franks’ 
subtle,  erotic  connection  between 
food  and  sex  in  The  Art  of  Tea 
back  in  grammar  school. 

In  “Ass  Man,”  Finlay  jumps 
frenetically  from  man  to  woman 
and  from  Black  to  white  in  recre¬ 
ating  '  some  very  bizarre  sexual 
feats,  while  using  various  foods 
for  color,  texture  and  consistency 
to  illustrate  her  point.  Whole,  red 
pimentos  became  her  overworked 
pussy  when  she  relates  the  story  of 
the  “father  of  her  childrens”  fuck¬ 
ing  her  with  a  spare  doorknob.  She 
told  of  seeking  the  pus  of  a  brain 
tumor  (played  by  artichoke 
hearts),  rumored  to  “make  your 
semen  taste  like  honey,”  and 
vividly  described  raiding  the  neigh¬ 
boring  nursing  home  where  a 
roomful  of  doctors  were  extracting 
a  dying  woman’  tumor  pus 
through  a  straw  while  the  nurses 
sucked  them  off.  When  her  man’s 
off  sleeping  with  the  kids,  she 
craves  the  feel  of  canned  yams  up 
the  ass. 

If  nothing  else,  Finlay  lets  us 
take  a  good  look  at  ourselves  and 
our  ridiculous  extended  metaphors 
pertaining  to  sex  —  our  “meat,” 
our  “pussy,”  our  “sweet  cream 
nectar”  —  and  lets  us  know  we  are 
not  alone.  It’s  a  comic  rendition  of 
gestalt,  designed  to  trivialize  our 
physical  hangups  by  blowing  them 
out  of  the  water. 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


».c 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston.  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 
CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 


40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840 


(617)683-7676 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


'90  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
6I7-3J3. 1500 
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Anti-sexist  gay  male  choreography 

Out  and  Dancing 


Mark  Morris  Dance  Group 

Choreography  by  Mark  Morris; 
music  and  text  by  Herschel  Gar- 
fein.  Presented  by  the  Dance  Um¬ 
brella  and  the  Institute  of  Contem¬ 
porary  Art. 

By  Don  Hill 

Mark  Morris  is  somewhat  of  an 
anomaly  in  the  contemporary 
dance  establishment.  He  is,  first  of 
all,  openly  gay  and  an  avowed 
feminist  and  humanist.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  his  works  are  —  unlike  most 
modern  dance  choreographers  — 
accessible,  unpretentious,  and 
thoroughly  entertaining. 

Having  within  the  past  few 
months  created  a  new  work  for  the 
Boston  Ballet  and  worked  with 
Boston’s  Concert  Dance  Company 
on  another  piece,  Morris  brought 
his  own  company  of  exceptional 
dancers  to  Northeastern  Universi¬ 
ty  for  performances  February 
27-March  1.  The  three  works  on 
the  program  were  based  on  essays 
by  French  sociologist  and  critic  of 
popular  culture  Roland  Barthes. 
Two  of  the  works  were  commis¬ 
sioned  especially  for  the  perfor¬ 
mance  series  by  the  Dance  Um¬ 
brella,  Boston’s  foremost  pro¬ 
ducer  of  contemporary  dance. 

In  Soap  Powders  and 
Detergents,  the  first  work  on  the 
program,  Morris  and  company  ex¬ 
plore  the  mystique  created  by  the 
advertising  industry  in  the  selling 
of  laundry  products.  Ten  white- 
clad  dancers  with  two  sheets  as 


props  perform  a  well-crafted 
ensemble  work  which  clearly 
shows  Morris’  mastery  of  space, 
timing,  and  theatrical  dancing. 
(Busby  Berkeley  is  a  major  in¬ 
fluence.)  The  piece  is  set  to  a 
wonderful  mini-cantata  by  Boston 
composer  Herschel  Garfein  and 
comprised  of  three  sections,  two 
of  which  praise  lavishly  the  virtues 
of  popular  products.  (“Makes  you 
glad;  makes  it  a  snap;  best  shine 
you’ve  had;  it’s  just  fab.... /So, 
next  time  you  have  third-degree 
dirt,  let  Lava  do  your  dirty 
work.”)  The  final  section  is  a 
mini-drama  in  which  a  desperate 
housewife,  whose  laundry 
detergent  and  presumably  her 
rights  as  a  woman  have  been  taken 
away  for  test  purposes,  demands 
that  they  be  returned.  (Give  us 
back  our  Era.”) 

Most  of  the  pre-performance 
excitement  centered  on  the  second 
work  on  the  program,  Striptease, 
for  which  Morris  made  a  much- 
publicized  research  junket  to 
Boston’s  Combat  Zone  earlier  in 
the  year.  In  it,  eight  exotically 
dressed  dancers,  including  a  bride 
in  full  regalia,  a  cowboy,  and  the 
obligatory  woman  in  red,  prance, 
writhe,  and  gesticulate  before  the 
audience  with  the  appropriate  air 
of  professional  indifference.  In  an 
impressive  display  of  comedic  tim¬ 
ing,  each  dancer,  while  shedding 
more  and  more  clothing,  brings 
the  audience  close  to  a  peak  of  ex- 


citment  and  then  nonchalantly 
leaves  center  stage.  While  the 
dancers  do  completely  disrobe  — 
the  cause  of  much  of  the  advance 
tittering  —  Morris  succeeds  in  il¬ 
lustrating  the  desexualizing  nature 
of  professional  exotic  dancing. 

The  most  disappointing  work 
on  the  program  was  Champion¬ 
ship  Wrestling,  first  presented  at 
Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music’s 
Next  Wave  Festival  in  1985.  Mor¬ 
ris  adequately  illustrates  the  exag¬ 
gerated  and  spectacular  nature  of 
professional  wrestling,  particular¬ 
ly  in  a  sequence  where  two 
dancers,  lifted  and  supported  by 
others,  carry  on  a  mock  battle  in 
slow  motion.  The  dancers  rush 
each  other  in  pairs  from  opposite 
sides  of  the  stage  and  fling  each 
other  and  themselves  to  the  floor 
with  stunning  realism. 

Morris  misses  or  ignores  the 
main  point  in  professional  wrestl¬ 
ing,  however,  in  failing  to  make 
his  work  what  Barthes  calls  a 
“great  spectacle  of  Suffering, 
Defeat  and  Justice.”  Wrestling  ex¬ 
hibitions  are  first  and  foremost  a 
parable  about  good  and  evil.  None 
of  Morris’  dancers  in  this  work  has 
a  point  of  view,  leaving  the  work 
devoid  of  the  magic  of  the  arena. 
There  are  no  Russians,  Iranians, 
or  Fabulous  Moolas  to  spark  our 
anger  at  their  exploits;  no  blue¬ 
eyed  boys  to  finally  triumph  over 
injustice. 

Asked  in  a  recent  interview  in 


Lesbian  Rape 

Continued from  page  1 

he  said  the  priest  was  confused 

about  the  facts. 

Michelle  told  GCN  that  as 
Roberts  was  being  escorted  out  of 
the  courtroom  by  officials  after 
the  trial  she  overheard  him  say  that 
he  was  going  to  “get  her.” 

According  to  Michelle,  upon  re¬ 
turning  from  walking  her  dog,  she 
was  accosted  on  her  porch  by 
Roberts.  He  pushed  her  into  her 
apartment,  kicked  her,  and  beat 
her  with  a  coat  hanger.  Michelle 
told  GCN  she  was  also  sexually 
assaulted. 

The  attack  ended,  said  Michelle, 
when  she  thought  about  her 
friends  and  “all  the  women  who 
have  been  abused  or  raped  and  I 
kicked  him  right  between  the 
legs.”  Roberts  walked  away,  say¬ 
ing,  “I  keep  my  promises,  now  I 
can  go  home.” 

“I’ve  never  been  so  scared  in  my 
life,”  said  Michelle.  “My  life  is  on 
terminal  hold  because  I  did  what 
was  right  [took  Roberts  to 
court.]” 

More  than  half  of  all  women 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

£617i 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022 IS 


who  attempt  to  prosecute  men  for 
rape  are  likely  to  experience  some 
of  the  same  fears,  frustration  and 
anger  encountered  by  Michelle,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  study  done  by  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Statistics.  This 
study  found  that  men  charged  with 
rape  have  a  more  than  fifty  percent 
chance  of  being  released  with  no 
charges.  The  study,  completed  in 
November  of  1983,  states  that  for 
every  100  men  arrested  for  rape 


•  15  were  not  taken  to  court 

•  35  were  dismissed  before 
pletion  of  court  procedings 

•  6  were  found  not  guilty 

•  43  were  convicted  of  rape. 

Of  the  43  convicted  of  rape,  19 

did  not  serve  prison  sentences;  7 
were  in  prison  for  a  year  or  less; 
and  17  received  sentences  of  more 
than  one  year. 


Private  Home  Care  Workers  Needed 

FOCUS  ON  AIDS  PATIENTS 


We  are  a  new  service  formed  to  meet  the  needs  of  AIDS 
patients  and  other  home  care  cases.  We  need  licensed 
and  registered  nurses,  nursing  assistants,  and  AIDS  care 
attendants  for  our  employee-owned  business. 

qualifications:  licensed  personnel  must  be  licensed 

in  Massachusetts 

common  sense  and  an  open  heart 
benefits:  credit  union 

double  pay  for  holidays 
work  independently  and 
own  a  share  of  the  business 


write  or  phone :  The  Service  Center 

Independent  Nurses  of  Boston 
120  Tremont  St.  Suite  321 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-4194  (M-F) 


both  men  and  women  needed 
disabled  encouraged  to  app/y 

free  training  provided  gay  and  lesbian -run  service 

best  pay  in  town  investors  invited 


AIDS  PATIENTS  NEEDING  CARE  PLEASE  CALL  542-4194 


healthy  teeth. ..they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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Bay  Windows  about  how  being 
openly  gay  affects  his  work,  Mor¬ 
ris  spoke  of  the  inseparability  of 
his  life  from  his  art  and  his  ability 
to  make  honest,  unbridled  deci¬ 


sions  about  his  work.  His  choices, 
rejecting  traditional  sex  roles  and 
mocking  contemporary  icons, 
make  for  work  that  is  pleasing  to 
both  mind  and  eye. 


Chicago 

Continued  from  page  1 
book  fire  was  quickly  put  out 
by  police  officers  with  fire  ex¬ 
tinguishers.  IBM  supplies  the 
South  African  government 
with  computers  which  store  the 
information  contained  in  the 
passbooks  carried  by  Black 
South  Africans. 

The  day’s  finale  occurred 
back  at  the  South  African  Con¬ 
sulate.  Seven  protesters  chain¬ 
ed  themselves  to  one  of  the 
building’s  two  doors,  while 
others  surrounded  the  other 
door  to  block  people  from 


entering  or  leaving  the 
building.  The  seven  people 
were  arrested  and  charged  with 
criminal  trespassing  and  resist¬ 
ing  arrest  and  were  released 
upon  payment  of  bail,  which 
was  set  at  100  dollars  per  per¬ 
son. 

No  Pasaran,  a  lesbian  and 
heterosexual  women’s  affinity 
group  formed  through  the 
Pledge  of  Resistance,  organiz¬ 
ed  the  International  Women’s 
Day  actions. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


CIRCLE  CHIROPRACTIC 

HEALTH  NETWORK 

Dr.  Wendy  Caro,  DC 
Dr.  Jan  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02135  (617)  789-4290 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


It’s  Hard  To  Ask  For  Help 


when  you’re  depressed. .  .when  your  relationship 
is  in  trouble.  .  .when  you’re  worried  about  drugs  or 
drinking.  .  .when  your  life  is  out  of  control. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen;  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Lois  Greenfield 


i 


Gerd 


Brantenberg 


A  Distinctive  Voice 
from  Norway 


By  Barbara  Wilson 

When  Gerd  Brantenberg  was  growing 
up  in  Fredrikstad,  a  small  town  in  Norway, 
she  and  her  older  sister  made  up  games 
peopled  with  hundreds  of  characters 
drawn  from  fantasy.  Chief  among  them 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rocky  Mountains,  a 
wealthy  couple  in  North  America  who  gave 
large  parties  and  entertained  Tarzan  and 
Boy.  Born  during  the  war  in  German- 
occupied  Norway,  Brantenberg  was,  like 
many  Norwegians,  an  intense  admirer  of 
the  United  States  and  the  cultural  artifacts 
that  began  to  pour  into  Europe  after  the 
war.  That  admiration  led  to  her  majoring  in 
English  at  the  University  of  Oslo  and  later, 
to  an  equally  great  disenchantment  shared 
by  many  leftists  in  the  '70s.  Now,  with  one 
book  out  in  English  and  another  to  be 
published  next  year,  Brantenberg  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  come  to  this  country  next  spring, 
to  travel  and  read  from  her  work.  As  her 
American  publisher  and  a  long-time  ad¬ 
mirer  of  her  work,  I  had  the  chance  to  visit 
and  talk  with  her  in  Oslo  this  November. 

Gerd  Brantenberg  is  well-known  in 
Northern  Europe  as  an  outspoken  lesbian- 
feminist  and  a  serious  author.  Her  books 
are  bestsellers  in  Scandinavia,  Holland  and 
West  Germany.  Her  first  novel  was  a 
humorous  tale  of  coming  out  in  Norway  in 
the  early  '70s;  published  in  1973,  the  same 
year  as  Rubyfruit  Jungle,  What  Comes 
Naturally  (The  Women's  Press,  London, 
1986),  was  not  the  immediate  success  her 
publishers  hoped  for,  but  it  established 
Brantenberg  as  a  writer  with  a  distinctive 
voice,  witty  and  committed  to  feminism 
and  gay  liberation.  She  went  on  to  write 
another  short  humorous  book,  a  diary  of 
how  she  stopped  smoking,  before  she 
wrote  the  novel  that  brought  her  interna¬ 
tional  recognition,  Egalia's  Daughters.  An 
inspired  satire  of  institutional  patriarchy, 
Egalia's  Daughters  is  a  refreshingly  amusing 
and  quite  earnest  look  at  a  make-believe 
society  where  wim  have  all  the  power  and 
menwim  struggle  to  free  themselves. 
Brantenberg  says  that  "choosing  satire  as  a 
form  is  a  matter  of  temperament.  I  think 
the  oppression  of  women  and  particularly 
the  arguments  for  women's  secondary 
status  are  ridiculous  and  comical.  You  can't 
listen  to  them  without  its  appealing  to  your 
sense  of  humor."  Egalia's  Daughters  has 
since  sold  120,000  copies  in  West  Germany 
alone  and  was  translated  and  published  in 
England  (Journeyman  Press)  and  the 
United  States  (Seal  Press)  in  1985. 

But  Brantenberg  has  a  more  serious 
side.  "When  I  had  got  a  name  as  feminist 
and  humorist,  I  got  tired  of  my  reputation 
for  being  funny.  I  think  it  was  sort  of  a 
clown  complex.  I  suppose  I  had  a  need  to 
express  other  things.  To  describe  real 
human  feelings  directly  and  to  portray  life." 
She  has  since  written  two  novels  of  growing 
up  in  Fredrikstad.  The  first,  Song  of  St. 
Croix,  is  the  story  of  a  group  of  girls,  and 
one  girl  in  particular  (nicknamed  Noise  by 


her  family),  from  the  ages  of  six  to  14.  The 
novel  portrays  the  class  structure  of  the 
town  as  well  as  the  difficult  family  lives  of 
the  people  who  live  there.  The  second 
novel,  At  the  Ferry,  published  this  fall  in 
Norway,  continues  the  story  of  Noise,  now 
called  Inger,  and  her  friends  through  high 
school.  Both  books  are  moving  and  not 
without  touches  of  Brantenberg' s  wonder¬ 
ful  sense  of  humor.  At  the  Ferry  also  gives  a 
sensitive  portrait  of  a  young  lesbian's  grow¬ 
ing  recognition  of  her  love  for  other  girls. 

Gerd  Brantenberg  has  been  involved 
with  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  since 
1966  and  was  an  active  member  of  radical 
women's  groups  in  Copenhagen  and  Oslo. 
Although  Norway  is  viewed  and  views 
itself  as  a  socially  tolerant  country,  in  ac¬ 
tual  fact  it  is  a  small  (four  million),  tightly 
knit  community  that  still  sees  homosex¬ 
uality  as  aberrant.  Most  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  live  in  Oslo  and  many  are  still  in  the 
closet.  Brantenberg  is  the  only  out  lesbian 
writer  in  the  country,  something  that  occa¬ 
sionally  haunts  her  in  her  choice  of  subject 
matter.  In  1983  she  published  an  openly 
lesbian  novel,  Embraces,  about  a  love  affair 
between  a  lesbian-feminist  and  a  married 
woman.  "What  I  set  out  to  write  about  in 
Embraces  was  namely  the  moral  predica¬ 
ment  of  saying  yes  to  love.  I  mean,  the  book 
is  really  a  passionate  defense  of  —  passion 
—  passion  in  spite  of  everything  —  that's 
what  interested  me.  A  homosexual  au¬ 
dience  takes  it  as  that.  But  a  heterosexual 
one  doesn't.  They  say,  why  isn't  this  book 
about  how  you  become  a  lesbian?  Why  isn't 
that  a  problem  in  the  book?  I  would  say  that 
when  I  write  about  homosexual  love,  I  have 
a  very  unintelligent  heterosexual  reading 
public." 

Yet  Brantenberg  does  have  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  reading  public.  At  the  time  I 


was  in  Oslo,  she  was  promoting  her  new 
novel  At  the  Ferry  (which  does  have  lesbian* 
content),  on  television  talk  shows  with  the! 
president  of  the  Norwegian  parliament, 
and  at  libraries  and  community  centers 
around  Oslo  where  people  came  up  to  give  j 
her  flowers  and  tell  her  how  much  her  book 
meant  to  them.  Her  phone  rang  often  with 
strangers'  calling  to  tell  her  they  loved  the  ! 
novel. 

Gerd  Brantenberg  identifies  strongly  as 
a  feminist  and  has  been  influential  in  pro- 
moting  the  work  of  other  women  writers. 
She  has  been  on  the  steering  committee  of 
the  Author's  Union  and  in  1978  helped 
found  the  "Cross  Literary  Women's 
Forum"  —  "in  the  sense  that  we  are  cross,  j 
but  also  in  the  sense  that  it  goes  across 
various  trades  within  literary  institu- ! 
tions."  The  group  is  active  in  all  the  Scan¬ 
dinavian  countries  and  has  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  members  in  Norway,  who  meet  once  a  1 
month  in  Oslo's  Women's  House. 

Brantenberg  is  also  engaged  with  four 
other  women  in  putting  together  a 
bibliography  of  Scandinavian  books  about 
love  between  women,  whether  as  a  main  or 
subtheme.  "By  far  Denmark  is  the  country 
with  the  most  titles.  ...  In  Norway  there 
are  in  this  century  four  books  with  lesbian 
love  as  the  main  theme  —  and  I've  written 
two  of  them." 

While  Brantenberg  still  feels  the  most 
important  thing  is  for  an  author  to  be  read 
and  recognized  in  her  own  country,  she  is 
enthusiastic  about  reaching  a  larger  public, 
especially  that  of  the  English-speaking 
world.  Judging  from  her  readings  at  the 
First  International  Feminist  Book  Fair  in 
London  in  1984  that  had  the  audience 
almost  falling  on  the  floor  in  laughter  and 
recognition,  Gerd  Brantenberg  will  be  very 
welcome  here. 


Women  as  Ruling  Class 


Egalia's  Daughters 

Gerd  Brantenberg 

Translated  by  Louis  Mackay  in  cooperation  with  Gerd  Brantenberg 
The  Seal  Press,  Seattle,  1985 
$8.95,  paper,  270  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Sibella  Connor 

Gerd  Brantenberg' s  Egalia's  Daughters  is  a  wonderful  satire  of  men's 
and  women's  gender  roles.  Brantenberg  is  an  active  feminist  and  Norway's 
bestselling  lesbian  writer.  In  her  first  work  to  be  translated  into  English, 
Brantenberg  has  created  the  country  of  Egalia  where  gender  inequality  as 
we  know  it  is  reversed.  The  "wim"  (females)  rule  while  the  "menwim" 
(males)  are  tethered  to  the  home.  Egalia  is  a  matriarchy  in  a  patriarchal 
structure.  It's  as  if  Brantenberg  switched  the  roles  of  Joseph  and  "Mrs." 
Coors:  she  runs  the  brewery  —  with  little  or  no  change  in  its  racist, 
homophobic,  non-union  policy  —  and  Joseph  is  at  home  with  the  kids, 
cooking  and  cleaning. 

The  story  begins  with  the  Bram  family  at  the  breakfast  table:  Ruth 
Bram  is  reading  the  paper,  intermittently  grumbling  at  the  familial  chaos 
around  her.  The  "housebound"  Christopher,  with  his  beard  full  of  curlers, 
is  solicitously  trying  to  keep  her  coffee  warm  ajid’the  kids  quiet.  Young 
daughter,  Ba,  is  teasing  her  brother,  Petronious,  about  his  needing  to  start 
wearing  a  "peho"  or  penis-bra,  by  our  terms.  Petronious,  the  book's  main 
character,  worries  about  being  measured  for  his  peho  and  tries  to  work  up 
to  asking  his  engineer  mother  about  the  remote  possibility  of  his  someday 
becoming  a  "seawom,"  that  is,  a  person  who  fishes  in  this  sea-centered 
culture.  As  soon  as  he  convinces  his  mother  that  the  idea  is  not  so  crazy, 
she  seizes  the  opportunity  to  further  her  own  career:  "I'll  be  the  first  worn 
to  break  with  tradition  and  silly  conventional  thinking."  But  when  she 
designs  a  menwim' s  diving  suit,  Petronious  is  horrified  to  learn  that  it  has  a 
built-in  peho. 

Petronious'  first  diving  experience  is  similarly  devastating  and  ex¬ 
emplary  of  society's  view  of  him.  He  finds  himself  patronized  (matron- 
ized?)  by  the  strong,  brave  seawim  who  tell  him  that  menwim  at  sea  are 
nothing  but  trouble.  Later  Petronious  is  also  sexually  assaulted  by  three 
drunken  wim.  When  his  mother  sees  that  his  new  peho  is  gone,  she 
guesses  what  happened  and  greets  his  violation  by  blaming  the  victim: 
"testerical  menwim"  bring  such  tragedy  upon  themselves,  wim  will  be 
wim,  and  all  that  crap. 

Add  the  diving  experience  and  the  assault  to  the  childhood  training  in¬ 
flicted  on  all  gendered  underclasses,  toss  in  a  love  affair  with  an  overbear¬ 
ing,  worn,  and  we  see  Petronious  as  a  young  adult  organizing  a  Masculist 
League  with  a  few  other  angry  menwim.  Here  we  move  from 
Brantenberg' s  portrait  of  an  individual  growing  into  political  awareness  in¬ 
to  a  full-fledged  re-creation  of  organized  gender  rebellion. 

With  the  help  of  an  elderly  schoolteacher,  Spinnerman  Owlmoss,  the 
menwim  organize  a  menwim' s  center  and  set  about  constructing  a  series  of 
political  coups.  Most  noteworthy  is  their  false  alliance  with  a  moral  majori¬ 
ty  group  where  they  pose  as  meek,  self-sacrificing,  tea-serving  menwim.  In 
an  effort  to  placate  the  growing  masculist  trend,  the  religious  right  in¬ 
cludes  the  disguised  masculists  in  their  coalition  and  allots  them  a  few 
token  seats  in  Parliament.  Once  there,  the  radical  menwim  drop  their 
facade  and  announce  their  demands  for  menwim' s  rights.  They  are,  of 
course,  thrown  out  of  the  government  by  the  usual  means  available  to  the 
powerful.  A  peho  burning  demonstration,  a  march  to  an  exclusive  wim's 
club  and  several  arrests  follow.  Not  to  mention  that  the  menwim  are  start¬ 
ing  to  look  at  each  other  in  ways  that  they  had  only  ever  expected  to  look  at 
their  worn  lovers.  Brantenberg  seems  to  be  saying  that  where  gender 
liberation  is  at  issue,  same-gender  sex  is  not  far  from  the  scene.  Her  depic¬ 
tion  of  the  menwim  political  friends  running  into  each  other  in  a  gay  bar 
could  be  straight  out  of  women's  lib  U.S.A.  1972. 

By  this  point  in  the  book  the  reader  often  forgets  the  satirical  theme 
and  genuinely  rallies  for  menwim' s  liberation.  Daughters  is  an  incredibly 
thorough  reversal  of  our  gender  roles,  with  language  as  its  most  powerful 
tool.  Brantenberg  has  exposed  the  profound  and  powerful  psychology  of 
language.  To  see  "worn,"  "huwomkind,"  "fele"  (for  female)  and  "mafele" 
(for  male)  as  the  basic  building  words  of  a  society's  vocabulary  is  to  realize 
that  calling  oneself  a  "woman,”  "wymmin”  or  "womin"  does  not  solve  the 
problem:  the  sound  ot  "man”  still  remains.  "Man”  is  our  linguistic 
paradigm,  our  basic  building  word,  and  as  such,  leaves  us  as  women  for¬ 
ever  in  the  subordinate. 

While  Daughters  is  amazingly  effective  in  scrambling  our  gender 
assumptions,  it  also  seemed  inconsistent  in  its  creation  of  a  female- 
centered  culture  and  left  some  provoking  questions  unexamined. 
Wouldn't  Daughters  have  been  all  the  more  amazing  if  Brantenberg  had  in¬ 
corporated  into  Egalia's  collective  thought  the  notion  of  enclosure,  rather 
than  penetration,  as  the  ultimate  expression  of  sexual  aggression? 
Wouldn't  this  idea  be  a  natural  tenet  in  such  a  matriarchy?This  is  no 
Wanderground  or  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  model  of  matriarchy.  There  is 
no  spiritual  or  egalitarian  female  utopia  offered  here.  This  is  woman  as  the 
ruling  class. 

The  humor,  intelligence  and  wit  of  Egalia's  Daughters  make  it 
especially  useful  as  a  gift  designed  to  wreak  enlightening  havoc  on 
disgruntled  men  who  cannot  comprehend  what  all  this  feminist  fuss  is 
about.  It's  almost  equally  suited  for  would-be  sisters- in-arms  and  others 
leaning  towards  women's  liberation  but  unable  to  submerge  themselves  in 
feminist  theory.  It's  also  a  great  read  for  those  who  lived  through  and  loved 
those  exciting  Second  Wave  years. 
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New  York  Rights  Bill 


Continued  from  page  1 
day.  A  Pentecostal  vigil,  which  in¬ 
cluded  several  self-styled  “ex¬ 
gays,”  was  halted  by  police,  who 
designated  it  a  public  demonstra¬ 
tion  that  could  be  relegated  to  the 
public  sidewalk  half  a  block  away. 
Participants  declined,  however,  to 
leave  the  line  and  ended  their 
chants. 

Hearings  began  at  10:30  a.m. 
with  New  York  City  Mayor  Ed¬ 
ward  Koch’s  testimony  in  favor 
of  Intro.  2.  A  group  of  Chasidim, 
along  with  the  Catholic  Arch¬ 
diocese,  the  most  vocal  opponents 
of  the  proposed  legislation,  booed 
loudly  when  Koch  entered  the 
chamber.  They  stood  with  their 
backs  to  him  until  council  member 
Friedlander,  a  strong  supporter  of 
gay  and  lesbian  causes,  requested 
that  the  chair  order  the  demonstra¬ 


tion  to  cease.  The  demonstrators 
sat,  but  turned  their  chairs  to  face 
the  rear  wall  until  the  mayor 
finished  speaking. 

Harvey  Fierstein,  author  and 
star  of  Torch  Song  Trilogy,  was 
among  the  first  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  speakers.  One  heckler,  airing 
his  view  of  the  issue  with  a  per¬ 
sistent  cry  of  “To  the  bedroom,” 
was  rewarded  with  Fierstein ’s 
aside  “You  should  be  so  lucky.” 

Other  celebrities  testifying  in 
favor  of  the  bill  included  Joseph 
Papp,  head  of  the  New  York 
Shakespeare  Festival’s  Public 
Theatre,  and  singer/actor  David 
Sommers,  vice  president  and 
founder  of  the  People  with  AIDS 
Coalition. 

Activists  Andy  Humm  and  Bet¬ 
ty  Santoro  (CLGR),  Rev.  Karen 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 

•  Free  initial  c onsuh.iiioiis  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-iorce  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


Near  the  Porter  Square  T  Nation 

(617)  628-9547 

insurant  c  at  <  eptcri  MC&  VISA  writ  <>mc 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 

.  .  ,  Boston _ Danvers  Cambridee 

I  H  1  behavior  45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St.  51  Brattle  St. 

VJCI  associates  262  A91,66  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 

Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


Ziegler  of  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  (MCC),  Jennifer 
Brown,  president  of  NOW/New 
York,  writer  Darrell  Yates  Rist 
(Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  —  GLAAD),  and 
Virginia  Apuzzo  were  among 
those  testifying.  Labor  leaders 
who  spoke  were  Sam  Meyers, 
president  of  the  United  Auto 
Workers,  Local  259;  Victor  Got- 
baum,  executive  director  of 
District  Council  37  —  AFSCME, 
who  punctuated  his  testimony  by 
raising  his  middle  finger  at  the  side 
of  the  room  where  most  opponents 
were  seated;  and  Bill  Nuchow  of 
the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Teamsters. 

Many  city  officials  testified  in 
favor  of  the  bill.  Former  member 
of  Congress  Bella  Abzug’s  strong, 
angry  testimony,  urging  council 
members  to  be  leaders  of  their 
communities  and  vote  in  favor  of 
Intro  2  even  if  constituents  appear 
to  oppose  it,  was  interrupted  by 
opponents’  squabbling  over  seats 
and  followed  by  Noach  Dear’s 


rude  comment  that  providing  such 
leadership  had  cost  her  elections. 

New  York  City  Human  Rights 
Commissioner  Marcella  Maxwell 
spoke  of  the  testimony  her  agency 
had  collected  in  the  last  two  years 
from  hundreds  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  who  have  experienced  dis¬ 
crimination  or  violence,  and  urged 
passage  of  the  bill,  so  the  commis¬ 
sion  could  legally  fight  such  cases. 

Unexpected  positive  testimony 
came  from  a  number  of  quarters, 
including  that  from  gay  veteran 
Arthur  Phillips,  who  described  the 
blow  continued  discrimination 
dealt  to  his  idealism,  and  Alex 
Staber  of  Americans  for 
Democratic  Action.  Noach  Dear 
knew  Staber  was  for  equal  rights, 
the  white-haired  Staber  pointed 
out,  because  he  had  repaired 
Dear’s  washing  machine. 

The  day’s  most  provocative  de¬ 
bate  centered  around  religious  op¬ 
position  to  the  bill.  Speakers 
countering  that  opposition  in¬ 
cluded  Rt.  Rev.  Paul  Moore,  Jr., 
Episcopal  bishop  of  New  York; 


INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 
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COPLEY  SQUARE-  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Alcoholism  and  drug  in-patient 
program  in  peaceful 
New  Hampshire  setting 


SPOFFORP 

HALL 


Call  800-451-1716 


,Fenway\^ 
Community 
Health 
^ Center 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Rev.  Bernard  Lynch  a  Northern 
Ireland-born,  openly  gay  Roman 
Catholic  Priest;  Sr.  Jeannine 
Grammick  of  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Nuns,  which  has  opposed 
the  Catholic  establishment  on  a 
number  of  key  issues  including 
abortion  rights;  and  Rabbi 
Balfour  Brickner  of  Stephen  Wise 
Free  Synagogue.  Three  hecklers 
challenging  the  speakers’  creden¬ 
tials  were  forcibly  removed  from 
the  hearing. 

Religious  speakers  against  the 
bill  included  Brother  Patrick 
Lochrane,  representing  John  Car¬ 
dinal  O’Connor  and  Brooklyn 
Bishop  Francis  Mugabero;  and 
Rabbi  Yehuda  Levin,  the  Right  to 
Life  Party’s  candidate  for  mayor. 
During  his  testimony,  Levin  was 
told  by  the  committee  chair  that 
the  bill  —  not  homosexuality  — 
was  the  subject  of  debate.  Moral 
Majority  member  Heshie  Freed¬ 
man,  who  quoted  Jerry  Falwell, 
approached  the  stand  wearing  an 
isolation  mask.  Miriam  Fried¬ 
lander,  chairing  the  hearing  when 
Freedman  spoke,  dryly  countered 
observers’  objections  to  the  mask, 
saying,  “He  can  look  that  way  if 
he  wants  to.” 

Three  members  of  the  non-de- 
nominational  Neighborhood 
Church,  which  bills  itself  as  Green¬ 
wich  Village’s  Bible-action 
church,  read  scriptural  passages 
attempting  to  preach  to  the  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  assembled, 
rather  than  testify  before  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Welfare  Committee,  and  had 
to  be  reminded  of  the  actual  sub¬ 
ject  at  hand. 

Council  member  Dear  charged 
that  testimony  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  collected  from  gay 
men  and  lesbians  might  well  have 
been  fabricated.  He  claimed  there 
was  no  real  need  for  the  bill,  that  it 
would  create  a  privileged  class  and 
affirmative  action  quotas,  despite 
Continued  on  page  11 


ULTIMATE  IDENTITY 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 


Or.  Shirley  A.  Whiting,  Mcs. 

1 6  Old  Colony  Ave. 
Pembroke,  MA  02359 
(617)  293-2267 

Sliding  Scale  Fees 
Counseling  Covers: 
coming  out 
individual  therapy 
couples 
families 
groups 

job  stress  therapy 

First  South  Shore  Service 
Owned  and  Operated 
By  A  Lesbian,  For  Lesbians 
And  Gay  Men 
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(to  all  those  who  in  and  out  of. 

PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
■(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  ant 
Anarchist). 


I’m  a  'Purple  Pervert'  Dyke  into  SIM, 
B/D,  porno  and  “women”  only.  I  need 
some  “freaky”  ladies  to  write  me; 

|  ladies  who  love  spanking,  "leather  & 

[  lace.”  I’m  a  32  yr  old  Butch  Dyke, 
been  in  prison  7 Vi  yrs.  I’m  open  for  I 
I  anything  to  please  a  foxy  lady.  (I  can’t  [ 
!  correspond  with  prisoners.)  Robyn 
Shawnee  JACKSON,  Box  A,  600728A, 
G  unit  —  5,  Oakdale  IA  52319. 


1  fiftrTi' 

I  [BIT ^ 
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Left  Bank  Books  sends  FREE 
(donated)  books  to  prisoners  and  alsoj  | 
gives  35-40  percent  discounts  on 
specific  titles.  Write:  BOOKS  FOR 
PRISONERS,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St., 
Seattle  WA  98101. 


Lewisburg  Prison  Project  Bulletins 

I  (descriptions  of  prisoner  law,  mainly  for 
federal  prisoners,  compiled  between  1983 
|  and  1985)  available  on  these  subjects: 

★  protective  custody 
A  law  libraries 

★  access  to  attorneys  and  paralegals 
A  medical  care 

★  disciplinary  hearings 
A  1st  amend:  religion 

( *  *  1st  amend:  visits,  rts  of  expression  and 
I  association 

★  transfers 

★  Freedom  of  Info  Act  &  Privacy  Act 

★  Exhausting  Admin.  Remedies 

★  Detainers 

★  Correction  or  reduction  of  sentence 

★  racial  discrimination 

★  ‘special  housing':  PC,  AdDet,  DiscSeg 
I  ★Cruel  and  unusual  punishment  (8th) 

I  Write  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  167  Tre- 
|  mont,  Boston  MA  02111  if  you  want  UP 
I  TO  4  of  these. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


Lu 


L dE 


Artists  &  Poets! 

Some  time  this  summer  we’ll  do 
our  4th  annual  gay/lesbian 
prisoner  poetry  &  drawings 
centerspread.  Get  out  your  pens 
(black  for  drawings,  if  possible; 
blue  is  ok)  and  pencils,  and  get 
to  play!!  We’ll  probably  get  I 
more  than  we  can  print,  so  don’t ' 
be  mad  if  we  can’t  fit  all  of  them 
(please)  (smile).  THANX!!! 


Limited  amt  of  free  PENPAL  AD 
space  for  prisoners  in  Maryland 
|  Delaware,  Virginia,  W.  Virginia  & 
Penn,  (only!)  Send  short  ads  to: 
Baltimore  Gay  Paper,  Prisoner  Ad, 
Box  22575,  Baltimore  MD  21203.' 
(Please  don’t  send  personal  letters 
or  requests  because  we  don’t  have 
the  money  and  people  to  respond  ) 


AIDS  note: 

|The  test  for  the  HTLV-III  antibody! 
l(ELISA  test)  gives  VERY  high! 
Inumbers  of  ’false  positives’.  Tests  sol 
I  far  have  shown  that  when  the  test  isl 
I  repeated  for  1000  people  who  tested! 
[positive  the  first  time,  only  290  test! 
|  positive  on  fhe  second  administration! 
I  of  the  test.  This  means  the  test  is  notl 
[AT  ALL  reliable.  It  doesn’t  give  thel 
[same  results  on  different  days  even!! 
Spread  the  word  among  other! 
[prisoners  about  this,  especially  thel 
[ones  who  think  it  is  important  fori 
[prisoners  to  be  given  this  test.  Many! 
[people  who  take  the  test  will  cornel 
| out  positive  when  they’re  really  not.| 
This  reason  for  NOT  taking  the  test  is | 
[in  addition  to  the  reasons  having  to  I 
J  do  with  how  the  prison  administration  | 
[will  USE  the  results  to  abuse! 
prisoners  who  get  positive  testl 
results.  Send  for  a  copy  of  the  ACLUl 
[article  onV’Aids  in  prison”  for  morel 
|  details. 
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Boston  Women’s  Day 


Continued from  page  1 


Dorchester  women’s  continent,  IWD,  Boston. 


New  York  Rights  Bill 


May  Louie.  Referring  to  the 
Chinese  expression  that  women 
hold  up  half  the  sky,  Louie 
posited,  “I  think  it’s  more  than 
half.” 

In  a  speech  entitled 
“Strengthening  Unity  with 
Women  of  Color  in  the  Leader¬ 
ship,”  Black  Massachusetts  State 
Representative  and  Cambridge  Ci¬ 
ty  Councilor  Saundra  Graham  fur¬ 
ther  stressed  the  power  of  women, 
especially  women  of  color,  in  a 
racist  and  sexist  world.  “Women 
are  not  just  the  victims,  but  are  on 
the  forefront  of  the  struggle  for 
peace,”  said  Graham.  “Those 
who  steal  our  hopes  and  money  for 
war  believe  that  we  are  weak, 
dependent  and  disorganized.  But 
they  are  incapable  of  under¬ 
standing  [that]  our  oppression 
makes  us  clear,  strong,  and  more 
determined.” 

The  emcee  for  the  indoor  pro¬ 


gram,  Dominique  Ghoseein,  in¬ 
troduced  Noel,  from  Women  for 
Women  in  Lebanon,  by  saying, 
“For  a  long  time  it  seemed  that  the 
progressive  movement  and  [the 
U.S.]  administration  would  see  eye 
to  eye  on  the  Middle  East.”  Now, 
people  have  “started  to  question 
their  understanding  of  the  Middle 
East.”  In  her  presentation,  Noel 
spoke  of  injustices  perpetrated  in 
the  region  by  both  the  Israeli  and 
U.S.  governments,  as  well  as  op¬ 
pression  from  within  the  progres¬ 
sive  movement.  “When  in  Israeli 
prisons  we  are  tortured  we  feel 
women’s  oppression.  When  our 
schools  and  child  care  centers  are 
called  breeding  grounds  for  ter¬ 
rorists,  we  feel  women’s  oppres¬ 
sion.  When  we  are  told  by  our 
sisters  here  that  we  don’t  exist  and 
that  we  don’t  have  the  right  to 
talk,  we  feel  women’s 
oppression.” 
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the  bill’s  language  to  the  contrary, 
and  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
could  fight  discrimination  and 
violence  under  the  provisions  of 
already  existing  laws. 

Other  opponents  of  the  bill  in¬ 
cluded  radio  announcer  Bob 
Grant  and  rightwinger  Paul 
Cameron,  discredited  by  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association, 
who  was  jeered  by  observers  when 
he  claimed  that  Darrell  Yates  Rist 
had  made  “sexual  advances”  to 

.Q 

j?  him,  and  was  challenged  as  to  his 
c  credentials  by  council  member 
g  Dryfoos. 

Each  council  member  gave  a 
short  summation,  explaining  his  or 
her  vote.  Council  member  Dear 
devoted  his  alloted  time  to  reviling 
council  member  Horwitz  for  “be¬ 
traying”  not  only  him  but, 
allegedly,  his  own  Brighton  Beach 
and  Coney  Island  constituency 
with  his  positive  vote.  After  the 
vote  was  taken,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  cheered  for  this  partial  vic¬ 
tory,  only  the  second  successful 
vote  in  committee  in  15  years, 
while  disappointed  Chasidic  op¬ 
ponents  staged  a  brief  sit-in  on  the 
council  floor. 

Intro.  2  was  introduced  to  the  ci¬ 
ty  council  by  Mayor  Koch,  City 
Council  President  Andrew  Stein, 
and  Comptroller  Harrison  J. 
Goldin  on, January  22,  1986.  Its 
principal  authors  were  Tom  Stod¬ 
dard  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Andy  Humm  and  Eleanor 
Cooper  of  CLGR.  The  bill  differs 
from  earlier  versions  of  the  rights 
bill  in  its  specific  definition  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  as  “heterosexuali¬ 


ty,  homosexuality,  or 
bisexuality,”  and  in  exempting 
from  its  prohibitions  “employ¬ 
ment  concerns  having  fewer  than 
four  employees,’’  “owner- 
occupied  dwellings,’’  and 
“religious  or  denominational  in- 
stitution[s].” 

CLGR  reported  that  lawyers 
employed  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  New  York  have  al¬ 
ready  been  investigating  strategies 
for  putting  repeal  of  the  Sexual 
Orientation  Amendment  to  a 
public  referendum  should  the  bill 


pass. 

Members  of  GLAAD,  CLGR 
and  some  40  other  New  York  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  organizations  will  be 
rallying  in  support  of  the  bill  on 
Tuesday,  March  18  at  5:15  p.m.  at 
City  Hall  Park. 

Plans  for  a  March  20  rally  at  6 
p.m.  in  Sheridan  Square  Park, 
taking  place  regardless  of  the  bill’s 
outcome,  will  be  announced  at  the 
March  18  rally.  A  march  to  and 
around  St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  is 
anticipated  in  the  event  of  the 
measure’s  failure, 


HARDWARE 
HEADQUARTERS  l 

* 
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Subway  extensions  come  and  go. 

But  Dickson  Bros,  in  Harvard  Sq.  has  always  been  there,  serving 
all  your  hardware  and  houseware  needs. 

Now  that  all  roads  lead  to  Dickson,  stop  in  and  see  what 
quality  and  service  is  all  about. 

i=R  Dickson  Bros.  Co.  m 

— : —  26  Brattle  St  •  Cambridge.  MA  »  876-6760 

A  HARDWARE  STORE  AND  MORE  <&§> 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffed,or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOU  NTI NG/BOOKKEE  PING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 
MICROSOLVE 
285  Harvard  St.  206 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAB  WORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELINC 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION,  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
7 39-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 

641-1234 

MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02115 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 
PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


REAL  ESTATE 

CENTURY  21 /PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  JOSEPH  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  and  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Av. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
Cambridge,  MA 
782-1952 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
1 52  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


ACmnjT[C  BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
ASSOCIATES  660  Tremont  St 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 
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Not  To  Be  Missed 


If  you're  an  independent  thinker, 
date  the  modern  way  through 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

a  total  introduction  service 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men 

call  731-8934 

discreet  •  sincere  •  confidential 


Hi 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

O 


^Grange 


538  7037 


Let's  Go  to  Brunch  /  *  ! 


j  G.U.T.s 

Gays  United  Together 
is  a  new  group  for 
I  Gays  and  Lesbians 
J  that  is  forming  in  the 
Mass  area.  We  will 
i  be  having  parties  at 
Boston's  best  night 
spots:  The  Nine, 

||  Metro,  etc. 

\  -Membership  is  Free- 

^  For  more  info  send  a  $1.00 
I  processing  fee  to  G.U.T.s, 
f  G,  89  Mass  Aue,  Box  5, 
Boston,  Mass  02115 


“Tfouo  ad  oudd  ie  foie 


fa-a  a&  (Me  a4 


$20 


(?* (1  Fannie  at 


426-4469 


San  Juan 

aO*' 

Cj©  X*  Round  trip  Eastern  Airlines 

from  Boston, 7  nights  at  choice 
of  various  gay  guest  houses,  transfers, 
parties  and  more.  $457-$497  per  person, 
based  on  double  occupancy. 

Call  For  Flyer  800-221-6574 


Between  Women  of 
Our  w  Color 
Selves  ]  Newspaper 


—  A  National  Feminist  Newspaper  Committed  to  Publishing  News 
By,  For  and  About  Women  of  Color  — 

SUBSCRIBE  NOW! 

individual  SlO/year  (6  issues);  institutions  $15;  contributing  $20  or  more. 
B.O.S.  is  free  to  women  in  prisons  and  mental  institutions 

B.O.S.  also  seeks  women  of  color  photographers,  staff  writers  and  graphic  artists 

P.O.  BOX  1939  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20013 


WOMEN  IN  THEATRE 

.Mi 

PERFORMANCES  •  PANELS 
PRESENTATIONS  •  WORKSHOPS 
BOSTON  THEATRE  MARATHON 

OMAHA  MAGIC  THEATRE 

Playwrights  Megan  Terry  •  JoAnn  Schmidman 
MUD  written  &  directed  by  Maria  Irene  Fornez 
Saturday,  March  29 


Khiannon  •  Spiderwomen  Theatre 

a* 

MARCH  26-30 


2nd  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL 
Boston  Shakespeare  Company  Theatre 
r>2  St.  Botolph  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 

«» 

Enjoy  these  distinctive  restaurants  - 
Award  Winning  Seafood  at  Turner  Fisheries 
Fine  Dining  at  Ten  Huntington  and 
Casual  Fare  at  The  Brasserie 


THt  WEST1N  Ftom 

Capfoy  Place  lotion 


Volunteers  needed  in  all  areas. 

776-9403  ■ 

_ 


iw  volunteer 

for  an 

Sorting,  tpai£tcc(xl  'rtyctmvi 

Receive  a  ticket  to  GCN's  upcoming 
hilarious  benefit: 

The  Plutonium  Players 
presenting 

LADIES  AGAINST  WOMEN. 

We  need  volunteers  for  various  tasks 
before  and  during  the  performance, 
Friday,  April  25,  in  exchange  for 
admission. 

Contact  Kim  at  GCN:  426-4469 

"...  HAS  A  QUIRKY  CHARM, 
an  uncanny  ear  for  dialogue  and 
a  head  on  its  shoulders.” 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well.  _ 


PERSONALS _ 

IF  I  CAN’T  DANCE... 

Pol,  fun-loving,  80’s  LF  seeks  like- 
minded  other(s),  25-35  to  share  joie  de 
vivre  on  the  floor  and  off--Whatever  is  in 
the  mix.  Send  a  note!  Box  48. _ (37) 

WORK  EXCHANGE  FOR  EVENING 
OF  POLITICAL  HUMOR 
Receive  a  free  ticket  to  GCN's  upcom¬ 
ing  hilarious  benefit:  The  Plutonium 
Players,  presenting,  Ladies  Against 
Women.  We  need  volunteers  for 
various  tasks  before  and  during  the  per¬ 
formance,  Friday,  April  25,  in  exchange 
for  admission.  Contact  Kim  at  GCN, 
426-4469. _ (C) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

You’re  the  kind  of  woman,  who  makes 
me  feel  like. ..that.  You’re  the  kind  of 
woman  who  shows  me  where  I’m  at. 
You  touch  those  special  places  that 
fingers  never  can  know.  You’re  the 
woman  who’s  love  I  want  to  nurture  and 
grow. _ (35) 

JERRY  CABRERA 

Are  you  lost  in  poetic  revelry?  Please 
call  Loie,  426-4469  or 628-4382.  (C) 

Attractive,  career  oriented,  LF  30  with 
sense  of  humor  and  zest  for  life,  seeks 
intelligent,  warm,  mature  but  fun-loving 
LF  for  sharing  all  that  life  has  to  offer. 

_ (3?) 

Attractive,  intelligent  L30+  seeks 
same  in  Central  MA  or  southern  NH  for 
friendship  and  romance.  Write  PO  Box 
52,  Ashby,  MA  01431. _ (36) 

LESBIAN  MOTHER,  GRADUATE 
STUDENT  LOOKING  TO 
Interview  adolescents  from  Lesbian 
families,  ages  12-18  for  graduate  study. 
Confidential.  If  interested  please  con¬ 
tact  Trish  and/or  leave  message.  Area 
617-599-4706. _ (36) 

L27,  Nice  Italian  girl,  looking  for  roman¬ 
tic  interludes  (L30-40)  full  of  haarmless 
fun  and  frolic.  Pis  resp  to  Box  45.  (36) 

You  don’t  answer  personal  ads  which  is 
a  shame  because  you’d  really  like  to 
meet  a  happy,  attractive,  professional 
30+  LF  who  is  thoughtful,  romantic, 
monogamous,  independent,  dry- 
humored  &  astute.  Box  44  . _ (36) 

WORLD  TRAVEL 

GM,  older  27,  GD  looking,  bearded,  etc, 
looking  for  right  person  to  join  me  on  5 
month  trip  to  Europe,  Africa,  etc.  Lv 
March  87.  I  am  energetic,  curious, 
moody,  good  sense  of  humor.  U  R  same 
willing  to  try  new  things  wanting  to 
escape  able  to  pay  own  way  (tight 
budget)  Write!  Letsgo.  Box  47. _ (38) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 

HU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  profes¬ 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

LF  Pagan,  31,  bored  w/going  out  alone, 
a  politically  incorrect  carnivore,  I  love 
champagne,  chocolate,  dancing, 
movies,  lace  teddies,  brunch,  sci-fi/  fan- 
tasy.Box  378, N  Amherst,  MA  01059.  (35) 
GWF,  36  +  Newburyport  area  in- 
terested  in  having  a  romantic  summer¬ 
time  affair.  Must  be  honest,  open  w / 
good  sense  of  humor.  No  heavy  drugs 
and  no  married  women.  Box  41.  (35) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks! _ (c) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  tor  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

I  WISH  YOU  LOVE! 

(surely  you  DO  exist...) 

GWM  29,  Br  hair/hzl  eyes,  5'11  by  turns 
shy,  boisterous,  sexy,  klutzy,  camp  or  dead 
serious,  seeking  versatile,  nice,  sane,  beau 
for  music,  sparks,  rainy  walks,  bear  hugs, 
biking;  someone  to  laugh  +  cry  with  write 
tacky  postcards  to,  adore  bake  brownies 
for,  watch  shaving.  Coffee?  Box  36.  (36) 


GCN  CLASSIFIEDS 

Make  GCN  your  first  place  to  look  when 
you  want  to  buy,  sell,  rent,  share,  barter, 
visit  or  volunteer. _ (35) 

LESBIAN  BRYN  MAWR  ALUMNAE 
Interested  in  participating  in  a  May  Day 
celebration  in  Boston  without  the  hoop¬ 
la?  Sophias  Philae  Paromen!  Box  42. 
_ (36) 

SO  PRECIOUS  A  PLACE, womyn  speak 
on  womyn  only  space.Watch  GCN  for 
video-producer  Cecilia  Denning's  Boston 
Premier  showing  this  spring. _ (40) 

PLEASE  PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Yale  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alumni,  Brown  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alumni,  please  call  Catherine,  426-4469. 

(35) 


LF,  30  disenchanted  with  the  bar  scene, 
seeks  intelligent,  professional,  mature, 
warm,  down-to-earth  person  with  depth 
and  vaired  interests  for  friendship/ 
companionship.  Box  37, _ (36) 

FORWARD  TOGETHER 

Are  you  planning  to  sell,  display,  give 
away  or  show  your  craft,  organization, 
or  talent  at  this  year’s  Pride  Day?  Call 
now  to  discuss  plans  with  the  Planning 
Committee.  Info:  391-3411.  (36) 

Intellingent,  sensitive,  sportsminded 
LF36  sks  to  meet  L  w/sense  of  humor 
and  zest  for  life.  Self  awareness,  open, 
caring  +  honest.  Lets  meet.  Box  31.  (36) 


PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  Of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
■still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF  CA 
94114. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  na¬ 
tional/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs);  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample — $3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  our  backs,  Dept.  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Room  212, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009. _ (ex) 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 


MPDU  Number  23733 

(D 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 

MPDU  #24184 

522-0826 

(D 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
«  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


SERVICES _ 

Aching  muscles?  Feeling  Stressed? 
Deep  theraputic  massage  for  women. 
Reasonable  fee.  Call  lleen,  327-8908. 
_ (43) 


CARPENTRY 
and  other  repairs. 

522-4094. _ (39) 

FREE  MEN'S  HAIRCUT 
Evenings  M-F,  also  Sat  +  Sun,  Call  for 
an  appointment.  Watertown.  926-5209 
•  _ (41) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


GCN 

Subscriptions 
keep  us 
healthy 
8c 


save  you 

$20  off 
the 

newsstand 

price 


HELP  WANTED 

TYPESETTER/STAFF  WRITER 

Available  Immediately.  Typeset  articles 
&  other  copy  on  Compugraphic  7500, 
and  write  features/news  stories.  Ex¬ 
cellent  typing  skills  &  good  knowledge 
of  spelling,  grammar  &  punctuation 
necessary.  Typesetting  and/or  word 
processing  experience  helpful.  (Some 
training  is  available.  $160/wk  +  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Call  Gordon  or  Laurie 
for  more  info,  or  send  resume  &  cover 
letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN,  167 
T remont  Street,  Boston,  M A  021 1 1 .  Gay 
men/Lesbians  of  color  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Available  April/May.  Coordinate 
paper’s  administrative/financial  affairs 
&  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  w/board  of 
directors.  Strong  administrative, 
organizational  &  interpersonal  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 
$160/wk  +  excellent  benefits.  Call  Gor¬ 
don  for  more  info,  or  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 

Small  firm  looking  for  capable  person 
to  participate  full  or  part  time  in  all 
phases  of  office  work,  architectural  &• 
graphic  design  thru  working  drawings. 
Exp.  pref’d.  Resume  to:  Tom  Huth,  Ar¬ 
chitect,  137  Walnut  St.  Brookline,  MA 
02146. _  (c) 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 
HUMAN  RIGHTS 


Assist  executive  director 
enforcing  law  prohibiting 
discrimination.  Receives 
and  processes  com¬ 
plaints,  handles  all  cor¬ 
respondence  and 
records,  provides  infor¬ 
mation  to  public  and 
coordinates  community 
outreach.  Requires  dem¬ 
onstrated  commitment  to 
ending  discrimination. 
Experience  in  office 
administration,  excellent 
typing,  writing  and  speak¬ 
ing  skills.  Bilingual 
and/or  sign  language 
skills  desirable.  Begin¬ 
ning  salary  $340.00  per 
week  with  99%  paid 
health  benefits. 

Apply  in  writing  by  March 
24,  to:  Personnel,  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Hall,  Room 
309,  795  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H/V. 
(Voluntary  Information  in  this 
regard  is  welcome) 


DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

Call  for  appt.  Pre,  cleaning  and  waiter 
or  waitress.  Call  338-7037. _ (35) 

OFFICE  MANAGER 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  seeks  full  time  office 
manager.  Phones,  typing,  filing,  book¬ 
keeping.  Letter/resume  to:  Exec.  Direc¬ 
tor,  GLAD,  PO  Box  218,  Boston,  MA 
02112. _ (35) 

LIC  PSYCHOLOGIST 
For  women’s  counseling  service, 
Newburyport  area.  Ex  opportunity  to 
begin  part  time  practice  on  North 
Shore.  For  info  send  letter  or  resume  to 
Wes.  PO  Box  2033,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA02130 _ (35) 

FULLTIME  BOOKSTORE 
CO-MANAGER 

For  workers  coop.  Bookstore,  collec¬ 
tive,  political  experience  and  financial 
skills  helpful.  $5.50/hr;  $6.00  after  3  mo. 
2  year  committment  essential.  For  ap¬ 
plication,  write  Food  for  Thought 
Books,  67  N.  Pleasant  St.  Amherst,  MA 
01002  or  call  413-253-5432.  Deadline 
3/30,  Affirmative  Action  employer.  (36) 

1  PERSON  NEEDED  FOR  SMALL 
WOMAN  OWNED  CABINET  SHOP 

Min.  5  yrs  table  saw  exp.  Able  to  read 
shop  drawings  and  cabinet  making 
skills.  Must  have  own  tran.  Part  or 
possible  full  time.  $8-12.  Call  Sue  or 
Tory  at  438-4681. _ (36) 

HOUSEKEEPER/MAINTENANCE 

POSITION 

For  women’s  guesthouse  in  Pro- 
vincetown.  Housing  provided.  Call 
Gabriel’s,  (61 7)  487-3232. _ (39) 

JOB  WANTED _ 

BLK  Lesbian  seeks  job  for  June  in 
Public  Ed  or  Admn.  Have  7  yrs  teaching 
experience  (grades  5-12).  Am  currently 
in  Prov,  Rl,  but  willtravel  to  Bos.  Any 
ideas  or  leads,  write  Box  46. _ (37) 


1987  GCN  NEWS  CALENDAR 


Volunteers  are  needed  to  make  it  hap¬ 
pen  for  the  1986  buying  binge.  Can  you 
help  with:  selecting  historically  signifi¬ 
cant  tidbits  from  past  issues,  do 
editing,  layout,  paste-up,  design  and 
artwork,  marketing,  promotion,  and/or 
distribution.  Lend  a  hand  to  a  major 
GCN  fundraiser.  Make  the  calendar 
happen!  Come  to  the  one  and  only 
organized  meeting  Wednesday,  March 
26,  7pm  at  the  GCN  office,  167  Tremont 
St.  For  more  information,  call  576-6788. 
_ (C) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

_  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


I 

I 

I  PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
b  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
^5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


10%  = 

15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 

rfl 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run,  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

Somerville  Davis  Sq.  L32  seeks  rmt  4 
2bdrm.  No  smoke,  chemfree,  quiet.  Big 
apt,  homey.  2  cats  need  a  nice 
rmt. $325  +  625-2376.  Maryanne  4/1  (35) 

SOUTH  SHORE 

2  GM  sk  M  or  F  to  share  5  rm  apt  in  hse. 
$225  incl  util.  Quiet,  political,  no  drugs. 
Refs.  961-3878. _ (36) 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 

Serving  Our  Gay/Lesbian  Community 
ROOMEZE 
Gay/Lesbian 

Roommate  Refferal  Service 
Call  286-3195 
3  Month  Listing  Just  $15 
Confidentiality  Assured 

_ (36) 

JP  LF  seeks  LF  28  +  to  share  apt  w  cat, 
back  yard  +  porch,  big  kitchen,  no 
smoke,  mostly  veggie,  share  some 
meals,  open  to  comunication.  Sorry  no 
other  pets.  $237.50  +  util.  Linda 
522-3868.  _ (36) 

LF  and  M  seek  someone  (pref  LF) 
respbl,  prof,  mature,  fun  &  relaxed  to 
share  beautiful  pondside  JP  house.  No 
smokers,  no  more  pets.  $228+  util. 
Avai  I  4/1 4  or  sooner.  Cal  I  522-5461 .  (35) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
And  I  need  one.  L26  +  cat  looking  to 
move  into  a  dynamic  and  secure 
household  with  1,  2,  or  3  other  women. 
Phone  Judy  at  965-5044  for  details.  For 
April  1. _ _ _ (35) 

Small,  inexpensive  room  available  in  in¬ 
dependent  JP  house.  No  more  smokers, 
no  more  pets.  Carnivores  need  not  app¬ 
ly.  Call  Marcos  at  426-4469  (w)  or 
524-1376  (h).  (C) 

JLF,  LF  +  1  (politically  correct)  cat 
seek  mature,  resp,  progressive  LF  for  3 
bdrm  apt  Davis  Sq  Som.  No  dogs.  99.4 
chem  free.  $200  +  .  628-4165. _ (34) 

ROOMMATE  NEEDED 

LF  25  seeks  LF  to  share  spacious  2 
bdrm  apt  in  W.  Medford.  Must  be  resp, 
prof,  non-smkr.  Modern  apt,  ww  dw  ds, 
nice  neighborhood-must  see!  Have  2 
cats,  no  more  please!  300  +  Call  Jane 
488-3202  Btwn  7-10pm. _ (36) 

LF,  33  and  6  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230+  utils.  Julie  522-2626.  (29) 


Friendly,  good-humored  LF  sks  same  2 
share  healthy  home.  2  bdrm,  large  kit. 
conv.  to  Grn  &  Org  lines.  I  have  2  sweet 
cats.  Sorry,  no  more.  $200+  327-3193 

_ (35) 

Newton  Ctr.  Lesb  sks  rmt  to  shr  2  BR 
apt  $273/mo+  utl  Grt  loc  nr  trans  + 
off-st  pkg-avl  now-Christin  527-1552.  Lv 
mgs  or  call  til  11pm. _ (35) 

BRIGHTON 

2LF  seek  2-3  LF  to  share  apt.  25+  no 
cigs,  must  love  animals  but  no  more 
pis.  $200  +  .  Call  254-1376. _ (35) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Room  available  immediately  in  East 
Somerville.  $225  per  month  plus 
utilities.  No  smoke,  no  pets.  Call 
628-4912. _ (335) 

3  Prof  LF  sk  4th,  28 +  ,  for  wrm,  indep 
hsehld  in  JP.  Must  be  responsible  & 
communicative.  We  live  in  huge  apt  in 
old  farmhouse.  Wood  stove.  Huge  yard 
w/fruit  trees.  Driveway.  Great  neighbor 
hood.  Nr  parks.  524-7390. _ (35) 

Like  living  alone  but  can’t  quite  afford 
it?  Skg  L28+  for  2bdrm  apt.  Share  dur¬ 
ing  summer  ($250  +  ),  yours  all  week  in 
academic  year  ($380  +  ).  No  smkg, 
drugs,  booze.  Call  Nancy  926-3474.  (35) 
3F  Women  seek  4th  L/Bi/het  for  lovely 
JP  home.  We  are  musical,  sharing,  in¬ 
dep,  sense  of  humor,  30-35  yrs.  $275  +  . 
524-0424,522-4219. _ (35) 


APARTMENTS 


tiraamnnnniiiiininfiHFnk 

fro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
JpRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
[Alexander  Berkmxn.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
anarchist). 


II  am  seeking  friends,  for  starters.  I’m!| 
33  and  my  hobbies  are  volly  ball,  soft-' 

I  ball,  music  and  dancing.  Please  write] 
lif  you  can.  Diane  JACKSON, | 
CFO-2536,  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines] 
1  FL33024. _ 

lYoung  Aquarius  lesbian  in  need  ofl 

I  correspondence.  I  would  like  to  hear] 
| from  any  age  females  in  or  out  ofl 
I  prison.  Julia  M.  DOPKOWSKI,  904402,  | 
I  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794. 


Indian  female,  likes  reading,  writing 
I  poetry,  camping,  hiking,  rafting  (a  1 
I  true  nature  lover!),  sports,  seeking! 
fearing  and  understanding  friend  fori 
j  correspondence.  Thank  you,  Tabathal 
i  Charleen  BIAS,  16-0652  No.44,  Box( 

I  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 

[Female  31  single,  warm  and  in-, 
telligent  seeking  friends  for  penpals 
to  help  make  this  time  go  by  together. ' 
Jennifer  GOULD,  Box  99,  Fram- 
[ ingham  MA  01701. 


HOUSING  WANTED 

2  TERRIFIC  DYKES 

Both  personally  and  as  tenants,  and 
our  housebound  dyke  cat,  need  new 
home.  2  bdrm/5  rms,  about  $550  htd. 
Prefer  w/d  hookups,  lots  of  wood 
(floors,  doorframes,  etc)  maybe  a  porch 
and/or  yard,  off  street  pkg.  We  want  it 
all  (or  as  much  as  we  can  get)  and  will 
take  good  care  of  it.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469  (GCN)  or  either  Sara  or 
Catherine  at  391-3411, _ (C) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women's  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (30?) 

FOR  SALE _ 

1980  MGB 

Black  1980  MGB  with  custom  hard  top. 
Carefully  maintd,  body  exc,  no  rust. 
Moving,  forced  to  sell  at  $6500.  Call 
Gai  I  at  926-9407  before  10pm.  (38) 

RESORTS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Enjoy  fabulous  SPRING  skiing  at  the 
ONLY  all-women  resort  in  Northern 
New  England.  Lots  of  snow  for  all 
winter  sports.  Baby  goats  &  maple 
sugaring  too.  Cozy  rooms,  mid  week 
discounts.  Call  (802)  533-7772.  (36) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure— Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 

Helen,  Hostess. _ (£3) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 
Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all— including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  +Judi  inn¬ 
keepers; _  (34) 


DORCHESTER-NR  MEETINGHOUSE 
HILL 

5  room  apartment  on  dead  end  St.  Irst 
fir.  $425+  util -heat. -Call  825-1364.  (36) 
Revere,  Point  of  Pines  ocean  front  con¬ 
do,  2br  2  B.  incl.  ht,  ac,  full  appli  kit,  ww 
carp,  prkg,  indr  pool,  sauna,  bale,  mins 
from  Bost,  “T",  Logan.  $1 100/mo 
358-7933  eves  &  wkends. _ (36) 

1  MO  FREE  &  NO  FEE-CONDO 

LG  sunny  5  rm  with  eat-in  kitchen,  945 
sq  ft,  roof  rights.  A  good  value  for  your 
money.  $900/mo  incl  ht.  So  End,  option 
to  buy.  825-8326. _  (36) 

SUNNY  APT  IN  DORCHESTER 

Wanted  quiet,  clean,  and  honest  tenant 
for  1  bd.  Very  near  Ashmont  Sta 
Renovated  completely.  W/d,  d/w, 
carpet,  driveway,  utilities.  $750  plus 
sec,  dep.  Avail  Mar.  1st.  566-4193,  (35) 

Sunny  2  BR  nr  Orange  line  in  JP.  Por¬ 
ches,  Grt  view.  Lots  of  Gays/Les  in 
ngbhd.  Quiet  street.  $550+  util. 

524-7390.  Avail  now.  (35) 


Ultra  fern  tall  tender  slender  sen-, 
suous  sincere  fun  loving  pre-op 
transsexual  seeks  that  special  in¬ 
dividual  who  is  successful,  playful, 
vulnerable,  caring  and  interested  in  a 
lasting  relationship.  Please  write: 
Roberta  BARRETT,  76C  197,  Box  149, 
Attica  NY  14011, 

Black  male  getting  out  in  10  months. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  with 
positive  ideas  on  staying  out.  Parol¬ 
ing  to  LA  area.  Maurice  SMITH, 
C-13874,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA 
95696. _ 

Gay  man  with  many  interests  and  , 
hobbies:  avid  reader,  ex-nurse,  col¬ 
lege  education.  Would  like  to  have  a 
penfriend.  New  to  gay  lifestyle. 
Please  send  SASE  if  possible. 
Thomas  D.  ATKINSON,  Box  30 
(112-C-1),  Pendleton  IN  46064 _ 

Very  lonely  and  looking  for  love  and 
understanding,  two  hard  things  to 
find.  I’ll  answer  all.  Donnie  BOCK, 
175026,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. _ 

I  enjoy  bowling,  riding,  swimming  and 
healthy  exercise.  Seeking  a  relation-  I 
ship  based  on  care,  honesty  and  reali-  | 
ty.  Hope  to  hear  from  you.  Gary 
MILLER,  B-080552,  Box  500,  Olustee 
FL  32072. _ 

Looking  for  honest  correspondence. 
No  bullshit  or  head  games.  Are  you 
out  there?  Charles  BRIGHTWELL, 
907728,  Box  158,  Lowell  FL  32663. 

Do  you  enjoy  romantic  moments,  the  I 
beauty  of  the  4  seasons?  Honesty  | 
and  sincerity?  Because  I  do.  Would 
like  to  hear  form  other  gay  men  for  | 
friendship/possible  lover.  Mike  HIX,  I 
175444,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699- 
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BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_ (S17) 

CKECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657 _ (yr) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF.CA  941 14.  (v14.15)j 


LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you're  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing, etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar.  Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write 
PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02238.  (V14.35) 

MAN/ROY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 
_ (v.  14.23) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 

London  $373rt  S.F.  $178  rt 

Brussels  395rt  San  Juan  I98rt 

St.  Martin  349rt  Lima  599rt 

Los  Angeles  178rt  Tokyo(NYC)  729rt 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYC)  829rt 

New  York  66rt  Mexico  City  375rt 

Quebec  142rt  Seattle  I78rt 

MONTREAL 

WEEKEND 

$1 39/Person 
rt  airfare 

2  NIGHTS  bed  and 
b’fast 

full  Canadian  b’fast 
(Prices  based  on 
double  occupancy) 

.  weekend  SpeCja^ 

mshts  »",el 

S415/P«son 

LOWEST  PRICES 
ALL  AIRLINES 

WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA  02111.  (c), 

TTY/TTD 

Do  you  have  or  do  you  know  of  a  new  or 
used  TTY/TTD  device  (telecommunica¬ 
tion  device  for  the  hearing  impaired) 
which  would  like  a  new  home  at  GCN? 
Would  you  be  willing  to  write  a  grant 
and/or  work  to  fundraise  for  such  a 
device  to  become  part  of  GCN’s  office 
so  that  we  may  ‘connect’  with  more  of 
our  readership?  Call  Catherine, 
426-4469.  (c) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


AIDS 


Legal  intern  working  on  project  for  Na- . 
tional  Lawyers  Guild’s  AIDS  Network 
want  feedback  from  inmates,  especially 
jailhouse  lawyers  on  legal  issues  concern- " 
ing  AIDS  in  prisons.  Would  like  to  hear 
about  all  types  of  AIDS  related  legal 
issues  and  how  the  NLG  can  be  of 
assistance.  Will  send  questionnaire  on  re¬ 
quest.  If  your  institution  doesn’t  allow 
correspondence  between  prisoners,  send 
request  to  GCN  and  they  will  forward  it. 

Two  of  our  upcoming  series  of  “infor¬ 
mation  packets”  are  now  ready.  One 
is  on  AIDS  (political  and  medical 
info);  the  other  is  on  TV/TS  issues. 
Write  Mike  at  GCN  if  you  want  one. 
Let  us  hear  about  other  subjects 
packets  are  needed  on.  Thanks. 


PRISON  BOOK  PROGRAM 
c/o  Redbook 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Fortune  Society 
(prison  newspaper) 

39  W  19th,  NYC  10011 
Prison  Pen  Pals 
Box  82188, 

San  Diego,  CA  92138 


-GCN  SPECIALS - 

Darlings,  do  you  know  computers?  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  do  you  know  dBase  III  like  it 
was  your  main  squeeze?  If  you  do, 
then  GCN’s  Computer  Committee 
needs  to  know  you!  Solve  our  problems 
and  you’ll  get  glory!  Come  to  our 
meetings  and  you’ll  be  charmed!  How 
can  you  resisit?  Pick  up  that  phone 
now,  and  call  Marcos  at  426-4469.  (c) 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GCN(  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111;  on  trhe  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!).  _ (c) 

CRUISE  THE  CAMPUSES? 

Volunteer  needed  to  bring  GCN  to  area 
colleges.  If  you  would  like  to  “bring  us 
along”  to  one  or  more  college,  call' 
Catherine  at  426-4469. _ (C) 


RFD,  a  magazine  for  gay  men! 
who  live  in  rural  areas,  has  a| 
Brothers  Behind  Bars  program! 
designed  to  provide  lists  ofl 
prisoners  seeking  correspondents] 
Ion  the  outside.  Drop  them  a  line  I 
and  be  part  of  their  program.] 
RFD,  Running  Water,  Rt  1  Box] 
127-E,  Bakersville  NC  28705.1 
I  (They  are  distributed  coast  to! 
|  coast.) 


OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE,  a  prisoner 
support  newsletter,  produced  by  the 
|  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
(Quakers),  is  available  to  prisoners  FREE 
I  of  charge.  ($5  to  outsiders)  Write  to: 
|  AFSC  Outlook  on  Justice,  2161  Mass 
I  Ave,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. 


Circulation  Department  needs  help  up¬ 
dating  the  paper’s  mailing  list.  The 
volunteer  position  requires  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week,  and 
a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn  data 
input.  If  you're  interested,  call  Marcos 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. _  (C), 


PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and* 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 
_ (c) 


GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ (c) 


HELP!!! 

GCN  needs  another  office  chair  (on 
wheels)or  two.  If  you  have  One  that 
you’re  not  using,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. 


WHAT  ARTISTS  AND  PRISONERS  1 
HA  VE  IN  COMMON  IS  THA  T  BOTH  1 
KNOW  WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE  J 
FREE.  James  Baldwin 


Greeneyed  devil,  very  attractive  (or  so 
my  mom  says),  I  like  soul  music,  R&B, 
classical  and  C&W  (including  cow¬ 
boys!  ha)  I  like  to  dance,  read  morbid 
Stephen  King  novels,  play  in  the  mud 
and  make  love  (seperately,  or  all  at 
the  same  time)  Jery  RAGLAND, 
81934,  Tucker  Max,  Tucker  AR  72168 
Serious  minded,  fun  loving  Scorpio 
guy  looking  for  someone  to-write.  Ser¬ 
ving  time  in  Texas.  Love  to  have  a 
penfriend!  There's  plenty  to  talk 
about  if  you  have  a  moment  now  and 
then.  Thanks.  Paul  PONCOTT, 
.386935,  Rt  4  Box  1100  Ramsey  1, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. _ _ 

TV  seeking  older,  responsible  man *  1 
(strate  or  gay).  I  love  to  dance,  party, 
meet  people,  and  longtime  sex  along 
with  slow  rock  and  roll,  “Dee  Dee". 
Jerri  GODFREY,  909602,  Box  520, 
Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 


I  Think  not  this  ad  comes  with  vain  in- 

I  tent.  I  ask  not  for  sympathy,  so  mourn 
I  not  the  event.  I’m  in  need  of  someone 
I  to  rescue  me  with  their  sincerity.  I 

I  someday  my  place  [prison]  you  share, 

I I  shall  come  unafraid  no  moment  to 
I  spare  to  you,  unjustly  accused  and 
I  wrongly  confined,  abandoned  and 
I  forgotten,  left  only  with  mind.  Surely. 
|  a  statement  of  concern  is  easy  to 
I  give,  so  that  I  like  you  may  happily 
I  live.  Loneliness  is  something  no  one 
|  can  afford,  so  express  the  effort  and 
[extend  a  kind  word.  Thank  you. 
|  Veophilus  H.  BLACK,  047889,  Box 
1 900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 
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March  15 
to 

March  25 

15  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  “Individual  Profile  Writing 
Workshop  for  lesbian  singles.  Daughters  of , 
Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Newcomers 
welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Nigaraguan  Film  Festival. 
Angry  Arts,  Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM.  $2.75.  Shown 
through  3/16.  Info:  625-9279. 

Boston  —  Dance  at  B.U.  George  Sherman 
Union  (backstage),  775  Commonwealth 
Ave.  9PM-12:30AM.  $2  students,  $3 
other.  Info:  353-9808. 

Boston  —  Boston's  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in 
concert:  “Lights!  Camera!  Chorus!"  New 
England  Conservatory,  Jordan  Hall.  8PM. 
$6-10.  Sign  interpreted.  Info:  536-2412. 

Providence  —  A  Raisin  in  the  Sun  by  Lor¬ 
raine  Hansberry.  Art  Ship  Project,  36  Rich¬ 
mond  St.  $6.  Through  March  22.  Info: 
(401)  831-5640. 

Cambridge  —  The  Women’s  School  spring 
term  classes  begin.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Central  Square.  Where  Are 
The  Women  in  Your  “Family  Tree?’’; 
“Producing  Your  Own  Art  Show”; 
“Massage”;  and  “Down  with  the  Pecking 
Order.”  Free.  Info:  354-8807. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Tracy  Chapman  at  the 
Peacock  Coffeehouse.  Centre  &  Eliot  Sts. 
8PM.  $3.  Child  care  provided.  Info: 
522-2812. 

16  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Softball  Team, 
organizational  meeting.  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.,  Central  Square.  3PM.  Info:  Fitness 
Director,  491-6050. 

Cambridge  —  Poetry  reading  featuring 
Jane  Blood/Strete  and  Marilou  R.  Smith. 
Rising  Phoenix  Gallery,  244  Columbia  St. 
2PM.  In  conjunction  with  Kaleidoscope 
show. 

Boston  —  First-ever  housecleaners’ 
potluck.  6-9PM.  All  housecleaners 
welcome.  Info:  Priscilla,  524-6209. 

Cambridge  —  Book  celebration  with 
Athena  Theodore,  author  of  The  Campus 
Troublemakers:  Academic  Women  in  Pro¬ 
test.  New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St.  Info: 
876-5310. 

Watertown  —  Monthly  meeting  of  GLOW. 
7PM.  Info:  GLOW,  PO  Box  373,  Newtowne 
Branch,  Boston  02258,  or  call  Deb/Paul, 
924-6044  or  Tom,  923-9440. 

Brighton  —  Poluck  hosted  by  Brook- 
line/Brighton/Allston  Gays  &  Lesbians. 
6PM.  Info:  Mitchell,  738-0656. 

17  monday 

Cambridge  —  Pui  Lon  Kwok,  speaking  as 
part  of  the  WITCH  lecture  series.  Harvard 
Divinity’s  Sperry  Room.  8PM.  $5.  Info: 
491-3549. 

Waltham  —  Silent  Pioneers,  a  film  about 
gay/lesbian  elders,  shown  by  the  Student 
Sexuality  Information  Service.  Brandeis 
Univ. ,  Olin-Sang  Aud.  7:30PM.  Free.  Info: 
647-2636. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  mothers  and  co¬ 
mothers.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  8PM. 
$1.  Newcomers  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Watertown  —  Volunteers  needed  for  child 
assault  prevention  project  with  elementary 
school  children.  Comprehensive  training 
provided.  Info:  Diana,  926-3600. 


Athena  Theodore,  March  16 

18  tuesday 

Boston  —  Allen  Ginsberg  reading  his  poetry. 
U/Mass.  Harbor  Campus,  Faculty  Club. 
3:30-5:30PM.  Free.  All  welcome.  Info: 
929-8282. 

Boston  —  “Reproductive  Technologies” 

on  the  New  England  Women’s  Network: 
Feminist  TV.  BNN  Channel  A3/A8  (cable). 
9:30PM.  Weekly  programs;  topics  vary. 

Cambridge  —  Harvard  Film  Archives’ 
Women’s  Cinema  series.  Carpenter 
Center,  Harvard  Univ.,  24  Guincy  St.  5:30 
&  8PM.  $2.  Info:  495-4700. 

Boston  —  Wild  Women  Roller  Skate.  Meet 
at  Spinoff,  145  Ipswich  St.,  Kenmore  T 
stop.  8PM.  $3.  Sponsored  by  Daughters  of 
Bilitis.  All  women  welcome.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Salem  —  “Our  Violent  Culture,”  a  com¬ 
munity  forum  sponsored  by  North  Shore 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance.  Grace  Church, 
Essex  St.  7:30PM. 

19  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Discussion  Group: 
topic  —  Women  and  Poverty.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-1 0PM.  Free. 
Weekly  discussion  group.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  “Peace  is  Possible,”  talk  by 
Hanna  Siniora  and  Uri  Avnery.Room 

10-250,  MIT,  77  Mass.  Ave.  7:30PM.  $3. 
Info:  354-0008. 

Boston  —  Radical  Gay  &  Lesbian  Information 
Network  meeting.  UMass,  100  Arlington  St. 
7:30PM. 

20  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Drop-in  discussion  group  for 
women  with  incest  histories,  topic:  Con¬ 
trol.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  492-1818. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting. 

7PM.  Info:  288-4367  or  288-9155. 


21  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St. ,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Games  Night  at  the  women’s 
coffeehouse.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Central  Sq.  7PM-midnight.  Bring  games 
and  snacks.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Volunteers  are  needed  for  gay 
and  lesbian  hotline.  Women  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Info:  Kenny,  542-5188. 


Silent  Pioneers,  March  17 


Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women  Dance  and 
Equinox  Celebration.  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  9PM-mid- 
night.  $4  more  or  less.  Drug-  &  alcohol- 
free  event  for  women.  Call  for  childcare  by 
noon,  3/21,  523-3772. 

Boston  —  Eric  Rofes’  “After  Four  Months 
in  Hollywood,  a  cross-cultural  study”  to 
benefit  GLAD.  Cabot  Aud.,  3  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  7:30PM.  $6.  Reception  to 
follow.  Info:  Richard  Burns,  482-6029  or 
Tim  McFeeley,  426-2123. 

Boston  —  Suite  Hearts,  presented  by 
Studebaker  MTC  and  Impulse  Dance  Com¬ 
pany.  Suffolk  Univ.  Theater,  55  Temple 
St.,  Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  $8,  $5 
seniors/students.  Also  playing  3/22  & 
3/23.  Info:  782-6226. 

22  Saturday 

Plainfield,  VT  —  Weekend  Seminar:  In¬ 
vestment,  Divestment  and  Social  Change. 

Goddard  College.  Info:  Chris  Wood,  (802) 
223-7222  or  (802)  229-0800  or  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund,  (617)  426-1909. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Couples’  Issues, 
new  group  starting.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  March  &  rally  opposing  U.S.  aid 
to  the  Contras  in  Nicaragua  and  the  “con¬ 
tras”  in  Angola  (UNITA)  and  the  continued 
bombing  of  El  Salvador.  Copley  Square, 
11AM.  Rally  at  Boston  Common,  1PM.  In¬ 
fo:  492-8699. 

Boston  —  “Something  About  the 
Women,”  music  and  public  affairs.  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  10AM-2PM. 

23  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  monthly  potluck.  First  Church  Hall 
(corner  Eliot  &  Centre  Sts.).  4-7PM.  $1. 
Please  bring  food  to  share.  Newcomers 
welcome.  Info:  522-6090  or  522-3894. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  monthly 
potluck.  6PM.  Info:  Ron,  491-4880  or 
Kathryn,  661-6896. 

Boston  —  “The  Soviet  Union  Has  Stopped 
Testing,  Why  Don't  We?”  with  Dr.  Bernard 
Lown.  Faneuil  Hall.  6PM.  Info:  354-0008  or 
497-7440. 


25  tuesday 

Boston  —  New  England  Women’s  Network 
presents  program  on  Elizabeth  Stone 
House.  BNN  Channel  A3/A8  (cable). 
9:30PM. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  A  National  Inquiry,”  on 
Frontline.  Channel  2,  WGBH-TV.  9PM.  In¬ 
cludes  “an  unflinching  portrait  of  a 
homosexual  prostitute  with  AIDS,”  and  a 
panel  discussion. 

Cambridge  —  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  &  Self-Defense’s  beginning  karate 
classes  start.  6PM.  Info:  522-9821. 


note  this! 

After  Eleven  by  Victor  Bumbalo.  I 
Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company, 
Paramount  Penhouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  J 
St.  353-0434.  Through  March  22. 

Signs  of  the  times.  After  Eleven  and! 
Kitchen  Duty,  two  one-act  plays  written  I 
by  Victor  Bumbalo  in  the  early  1980s,  I 
are  already  period  pieces;  sharp,  funny,  I 
touching  glimpses  of  pre-AIDS  gay  I 
male  relationships.  But  even  as  period  I 
pieces,  they  still  ring  with  wisdom  and  I 
truth. 

After  Eleven  concerns  the  conflicts  I 
Kenny  (Raymond  G.  Gamache)  and  I 
Francis  (John  Spellman)  face  after  they  I 
have  embarked  on  a  sexual  experiment 
that  consists  of  hiring  a  hustler  from 
Happy  Hunks.  The  hustler  (joey  [sic] 
Branden)  turns  out  to  be  a  neophyte 
more  interested  in  escaping  his 
parents’  home  and  launching  a  career 
as  a  pastry  chef.  Although  a  washout 
sexually,  his  presence  forces  Kenny 
and  Francis  to  confront  themselves 
and  each  other  in  ways  they’ve  never 
had  to  before.  In  the  end  they  are  able 
to  affirm  both  their  individuality  and 
and  their  relationship. 

A  different  sort  of  relationship  is  ex¬ 
amined  in  Kitchen  Duty.  Top  man 
Michael  (David  Panella)  brings  home  a 
reluctant  and  inexperienced  bottom 
man  Bob  (joey  Branden),  who  formerly 
lived  in  the  same  building  with  his  up¬ 
tight  ex-lover,  Gary  (Steve  Auger).  An  / 
Love  Lucy  turn  of  the  plot  necessitates 
the  arrival  of  Gary  into  Michael  and 
Bob’s  evening,  and  soon,  beneath  the 
zaniness  and  wit,  the  pathos  of  three 
lonely  men  emerges. 

The  current  Triangle  Theater  produc¬ 
tion  of  these  plays  (which  are  not 
necessarily  intended  to  be  paired)  does 
a  very  credible  job  of  presenting  both, 
although  Kitchen  Duty  is  more  suc¬ 
cessful  than  After  Eleven.  Gamache, 
Spellman,  and  Branden  certainly  have  a 
good  time  with  After  Eleven,  but  the 
performances  tend  to  be  somewhat 
one-note  and  shrill.  Branden,  who  ap¬ 
pears  in  both  pieces,  is  clearly  more  at 
ease  and  more  appropriately  cast  as 
the  feisty  twink  of  Kitchen  Duty  than 
the  working-class  hustler  of  After 
Eleven.  His  performance  in  Kitchen  Du¬ 
ty,  while  sometimes  overplayed,  is 
often  hysterically  funny.  The  most 
believable  and  controlled  performance 
of  the  evening  is  David  Panella’s 
Michael,  the  sympathetic  top  man  of 
After  Eleven.  He  forms  the  perfect 
counterpoint  to  Branden,  and  embues 
his  essentially  shallow  role  with 
strength,  humor,  and  compassion. 

Bumbalo’s  strength  as  a  playwright 
is  in  blending  sharp  wit  and  energetic 
comic  situations  with  sympathetic  in¬ 
sights  into  gay  male  relationships  and 
sexuality.  It  is  these  very  qualities  that 
keep  After  Eleven  and  Kitchen  Duty 
fresh  and  vital.  The  Triangle  Theater 
production  is  true  to  the  spirit  of  the 
plays  and  the  time  in  which  they  were 
written.  A  simple,  graceful  note  on  the 
program  that  they  are  set  in  the  early 
1980s  allows  the  audience  to  let  go  of 
its  AIDS  awareness  and  enjoy  the  plays 
for  what  they  are,  a  lot  of  fun  mixed  with 
a  little  poignancy. 

Niagara  Falls  and  Other  Plays,  a  book 
containing  After  Eleven  and  Kitchen  Duty, 
along  with  Bumbalo’s  award-winning 
Niagara  Falls,  is  available  from 
Calamus/Gay  Presses  of  New  York  for  $6.95. 

—  Bill  Kreidler 

Film  Festival  Entries 

Deadline:  April  15 

Entries  sought  for  the  tenth  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festival: 
features,  shorts,  documentaries  and 
videos  by  and  about  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  35mm,  16  mm,  super-8  film;  3/4” 
and  1/2”  VHS  video. 

Frameline,  PO  Box  14792,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  (415)  861-5245. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Win  fun  and  valuable  prizes  while  supporting  your  community  newspaper 

—Only  1  Week  Left— 


(\^MON' 


faff. 


1st  Prize: 


e 


MONTREAL  WEEKEND  FOR  2  _P 

r/t  airfare  &  accommodations 

donated  by  Forex  Travel:  serving  our  community  since  1964 

Drawing:  Friday,  March  21  8  p.m.  at  GCN 


Come  mail  out  the  paper  and  discover  what  you've  won 


Mailing  begins  at  6  p.m. 


Ticket  holders  need  not  be  present  to  win 


Raffle  drawing  at  8  p.m. 


Other  Prizes  Include: 


weekend  for  2  in  Vermont,  Buccaneer  Lodge 
weekend  for  2  in  P'town,  Fairbanks  Inn 
Women  in  Theatre  Festival,  2  tickets 
$25  gift  certificate  at  Arborway  Video 
$50  in  repairs  and/or  auto  parts  at  J&S  Auto 
beginning  women's  karate  class  at  Sanchin  School 
self-defense  workshop  at  Sanchin  School 
dinner  for  2  at  new  P'town  gourmet  deli 
Bodyworks  Gym  6-month  membership 
1-hour  massage  at  Whole'Health  Group 
dinner  for  2  at  The  Downtown  Cafe 
new  lesbian  sex  comedy  video  from  Tigress  Prod. 

2  haircuts  from  B.  Cummings 


1986  Gay/Lesbian  Film  Fest,  2  tickets 

Erotic  in  Nature  video  from  Tigress  Productions 

1  perm  or  henna  from  B.  Cummings 

Sojourner  2-year  subscription 

New  Words  Bookstore  $15  gift  certificate 

Lunch  Buddies  dating  service  3-month  membership 

Ten  Percent  Revue  cassette  tape 

Bad  Attitude  1-year  subscription 

dental  check-up/cleaning  from  J.  Barna  &  A.  Wetter 

chiropractic  consult/exam  from  Nancy  Grossman 

South  End  Gym  initiation  fee 

GCN  1 -year  subscription 


7  tickets  for  $5.  or  1  for  $1 

14  chances  for  $10 

For  tickets  stop  by  GCN  or  mail  the  form  below  to: 

GCN  Rattle,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111 


i  Name: 

Name: 

Address: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Phone: 

Enclosed  is  a  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

1  Please  send  me  tickets  at  1/$1.  7/$5,  1 4/$1 0 

Enclosed  is  a  check  or  money  order  fori$ 

Please  send  me  tickets  at  1/$1 .  7/$5  l4/$m 

